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PREFACE

THE FIFTH BOOK OF THE NEW TESTAMENT HAS BEEN KNOWN FROM
ANCIENT TIMES AS THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES; BUT THIS TITLE CANNOT BE
FOUND IN THE BOOK ITSELF. ONE OF THE EARLIEST MANUSCRIPTS, THE
CODEX SINAITICUS, GIVES AS THE TITLE THE SIMPLE WORD ACTS, WITH NO
MENTION OF THE APOSTLES. THERE IS A REASON FOR THIS. ACTS WAS
INTENDED TO BE MORE THAN A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SERVICE RENDERED
BY THE TWELVE DISCIPLES, MUCH MORE THAN THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN
THE LIFEWORK OF ITS FOUR LEADING CHARACTERS, PETER, JAMES, JOHN,
AND PAUL.

THE BOOK OF THE ACTS WAS WRITTEN BY "THE BELOVED PHYSICIAN,"
LUKE, A GENTILE CONVERT, FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH, JEWS AND GENTILES
ALIKE. WHILE IT COVERS A PERIOD OF A LITTLE MORE THAN THREE DECADES,
IT IS FILLED WITH IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR THE CHURCH IN EVERY AGE. IN
THE BOOK OF THE ACTS GOD CLEARLY INDICATES THAT THE CHRISTIAN
TODAY SHALL EXPERIENCE THE PRESENCE OF THE SAME SPIRIT WHO CAME
WITH POWER AT PENTECOST AND FANNED THE GOSPEL MESSAGE INTO A
FLAME. THE ACTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH PETER AND PAUL, JOHN
AND JAMES, AND OTHERS, CAN BE REPEATED IN THE MODERN DISCIPLE.

THE ABRUPTNESS WITH WHICH THE BOOK OF ACTS CLOSES IS NOT
ACCIDENTAL; IT DELIBERATELY SUGGESTS THAT THE THRILLING NARRATIVE
IS UNFINISHED, AND THAT THE ACTS OF GOD THROUGH THE SPIRIT ARE TO
HAVE THEIR SEQUEL THROUGHOUT THE CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION--EACH
SUCCESSIVE GENERATION ADDING A CHAPTER FULL OF BEAUTY AND POWER
TO THE ONE THAT PRECEDED IT. THE ACTS RECORDED IN THIS REMARKABLE
BOOK ARE IN THE TRUEST

\'!
SENSE THE ACTS OF THE SPIRIT, FOR IN APOSTOLIC TIMES IT WAS THE HOLY
GHOST WHO APPEARED AS THE COUNSELOR AND HELPER OF THE CHRISTIAN
LEADERS. AT PENTECOST THE PRAYING DISCIPLES WERE FILLED WITH THE
SPIRIT AND PREACHED THE GOSPEL WITH POWER. THE SEVEN MEN CHOSEN
AS DEACONS WERE "FULL OF THE HOLY GHOST AND WISDOM." ACTS 6:3. IT
WAS THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO LED IN THE ORDINATION OF SAUL (9:17); IN THE
ACCEPTANCE OF GENTILES INTO CHURCH FELLOWSHIP (10:44-47); IN THE
SEPARATION OF BARNABAS AND SAUL FOR MISSIONARY WORK (13:2-4); IN
THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM (15:28); AND IN PAUL'S MISSIONARY JOURNEYS
(16:6, 7). ANOTHER TIME WHEN THE CHURCH SUFFERED INTENSELY AT THE
HANDS OF ROMAN AND JEWISH PERSECUTORS, IT WAS THE SPIRIT WHO
SUSTAINED THE BELIEVERS AND KEPT THEM FROM ERROR.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES WAS ONE OF THE LAST BOOKS WRITTEN BY
ELLEN G. WHITE. IT WAS PUBLISHED A FEW YEARS BEFORE HER DEATH. IT IS
ONE OF THE MOST ILLUMINATING VOLUMES THAT CAME FROM HER PROLIFIC



PEN. THE AVERAGE READER WILL FIND IN IT LIGHT FOR CHRISTIAN
WITNESSING. THE MESSAGE OF THE BOOK IS UP TO DATE, AND ITS
RELEVANCY IS REFLECTED IN THE EFFORT OF THE AUTHOR TO SHOW THAT
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY WILL WITNESS A BESTOWAL OF SPIRITUAL POWER
EXCEEDING THAT OF PENTECOST. THE WORK OF THE GOSPEL IS NOT TO
CLOSE WITH A LESSER DISPLAY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT'S POWER THAN MARKED
ITS BEGINNING.

THAT THE READER MIGHT PARTICIPATE IN THIS RE-ENACTMENT OF THE
GLORIOUS SCENES OF THE EARLY CHURCH AND AT THE SAME TIME BE
PRESERVED FROM THE SUBTLE COUNTERFEITS OF THE ENEMY OF SOULS IS
THE PRAYER AND EARNEST WISH OF--

THE PUBLISHERS.
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Chap. 1 - God's Purpose for His Church

The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized
for service, and its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has
been God's plan that through His church shall be reflected to the world His fullness and
His sufficiency. The members of the church, those whom He has called out of darkness
into His marvelous light, are to show forth His glory. The church is the repository of the
riches of the grace of Christ; and through the church will eventually be made manifest,
even to "the principalities and powers in heavenly places,"” the final and full display of
the love of God. Ephesians 3:10.

Many and wonderful are the promises recorded in the Scriptures regarding the
church. "Mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people." Isaiah 56:7. "l will
make them and the places round about My hill a blessing; and | will cause the shower to

come down in his season:;
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there shall be showers of blessing.” "And | will raise up for them a plant of renown, and
they shall be no more consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the shame of the
heathen any more. Thus shall they know that | the Lord their God am with them, and

that they, even the house of Israel, are My people, saith the Lord God. And ye My flock,



the flock of My pasture, are men, and | am your God, saith the Lord God." Ezekiel
34:26, 29-31.

"Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, and My servant whom | have chosen: that ye
may know and believe Me, and understand that | am He: before Me there was no God
formed, neither shall there be after Me. |, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is
no Saviour. | have declared, and have saved, and | have showed, when there was no
strange god among you: therefore ye are My witnesses." "l the Lord have called thee in
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant
of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the
prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house." Isaiah
43:10-12; 42:6, 7.

"In an acceptable time have | heard thee, and in a day of salvation have | helped
thee: and | will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish
the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; that thou mayest say to the
prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Show yourselves. They shall feed in
the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst;

neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for
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He that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall He
guide them. And | will make all My mountains a way, and My highways shall be exalted.

"Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O
mountains: for the Lord hath comforted His people, and will have mercy upon His
afflicted. But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.
Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son
of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will | not forget thee. Behold, | have graven thee
upon the palms of My hands; thy walls are continually before Me." Isaiah 49:8-16.

The church is God's fortress, His city of refuge, which He holds in a revolted world.
Any betrayal of the church is treachery to Him who has bought mankind with the blood
of His only-begotten Son. From the beginning, faithful souls have constituted the church
on earth. In every age the Lord has had His watchmen, who have borne a faithful
testimony to the generation in which they lived. These sentinels gave the message of
warning; and when they were called to lay off their armor, others took up the work. God
brought these witnesses into covenant relation with Himself, uniting the church on earth
with the church in heaven. He has sent forth His angels to minister to His church, and
the gates of hell have not been able to prevail against His people.

Through centuries of persecution, conflict, and darkness, God has sustained His

church. Not one cloud has fallen upon it that He has not prepared for; not one opposing
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force has risen to counterwork His work, that He has not foreseen. All has taken place
as He predicted. He has not left His church forsaken, but has traced in prophetic
declarations what would occur, and that which His Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell
has been brought about. All His purposes will be fulfilled. His law is linked with His
throne, and no power of evil can destroy it. Truth is inspired and guarded by God; and it
will triumph over all opposition.

During ages of spiritual darkness the church of God has been as a city set on a hill.
From age to age, through successive generations, the pure doctrines of heaven have



been unfolding within its borders. Enfeebled and defective as it may appear, the church
is the one object upon which God bestows in a special sense His supreme regard. It is
the theater of His grace, in which He delights to reveal His power to transform hearts.
"Whereunto," asked Christ, "shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what
comparison shall we compare it?" Mark 4:30. He could not employ the kingdoms of the
world as a similitude. In society He found nothing with which to compare it. Earthly
kingdoms rule by the ascendancy of physical power; but from Christ's kingdom every
carnal weapon, every instrument of coercion, is banished. This kingdom is to uplift and
ennoble humanity. God's church is the court of holy life, filled with varied gifts and
endowed with the Holy Spirit. The members are to find their happiness in the happiness

of those whom they help and bless.
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Wonderful is the work which the Lord designs to accomplish through His church,
that His name may be glorified. A picture of this work is given in Ezekiel's vision of the
river of healing: "These waters issue out toward the east country, and go down into the
desert, and go into the sea: which being brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be
healed. And it shall come to pass, that everything that liveth, which moveth,
whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live: . . . and by the river upon the bank
thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not
fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according
to his months, because their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit
thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine." Ezekiel 47:8-12.

From the beginning God has wrought through His people to bring blessing to the
world. To the ancient Egyptian nation God made Joseph a fountain of life. Through the
integrity of Joseph the life of that whole people was preserved. Through Daniel God
saved the life of all the wise men of Babylon. And these deliverances are as object
lessons; they illustrate the spiritual blessings offered to the world through connection
with the God whom Joseph and Daniel worshiped. Everyone in whose heart Christ
abides, everyone who will show forth His love to the world, is a worker together with
God for the blessing of humanity. As he receives from the Saviour grace to impart to

others, from his whole being flows forth the tide of spiritual life.
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God chose Israel to reveal His character to men. He desired them to be as wells of
salvation in the world. To them were committed the oracles of heaven, the revelation of
God's will. In the early days of Israel the nations of the world, through corrupt practices,
had lost the knowledge of God. They had once known Him; but because "they glorified
Him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, . . . their
foolish heart was darkened.” Romans 1:21. Yet in His mercy God did not blot them out
of existence. He purposed to give them an opportunity of again becoming acquainted
with Him through His chosen people. Through the teachings of the sacrificial service,
Christ was to be uplifted before all nations, and all who would look to Him should live.
Christ was the foundation of the Jewish economy. The whole system of types and
symbols was a compacted prophecy of the gospel, a presentation in which were bound
up the promises of redemption.



But the people of Israel lost sight of their high privileges as God's representatives.
They forgot God and failed to fulfill their holy mission. The blessings they received
brought no blessing to the world. All their advantages they appropriated for their own
glorification. They shut themselves away from the world in order to escape temptation.
The restrictions that God had placed upon their association with idolaters as a means of
preventing them from conforming to the practices of the heathen, they used to build up

a wall of separation between themselves and all other nations. They
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robbed God of the service He required of them, and they robbed their fellow men of
religious guidance and a holy example.

Priests and rulers became fixed in a rut of ceremonialism. They were satisfied with
a legal religion, and it was impossible for them to give to others the living truths of
heaven. They thought their own righteousness all-sufficient, and did not desire that a
new element should be brought into their religion. The good will of God to men they did
not accept as something apart from themselves, but connected it with their own merit
because of their good works. The faith that works by love and purifies the soul could
find no place for union with the religion of the Pharisees, made up of ceremonies and
the injunctions of men.

Of Israel God declared: "I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how
then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto Me?" Jeremiah
2:21. "Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself." Hosea 10:1. "And
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, | pray you, betwixt Me and
My vineyard. What could have been done more to My vineyard, that | have not done in
it? wherefore, when | looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild
grapes?

"And now go to; | will tell you what I will do to My vineyard: | will take away the
hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be
trodden down: and | will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall

come up briers and
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thorns: | will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of
the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah His pleasant plant: and
He looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry."
Isaiah 5:3-7. "The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that
which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye
brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost;
but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them." Ezekiel 34:4.

The Jewish leaders thought themselves too wise to need instruction, too righteous
to need salvation, too highly honored to need the honor that comes from Christ. The
Saviour turned from them to entrust to others the privileges they had abused and the
work they had slighted. God's glory must be revealed, His word established. Christ's
kingdom must be set up in the world. The salvation of God must be made known in the
cities of the wilderness; and the disciples were called to do the work that the Jewish
leaders had failed to do.

Chap. 2 - The Training of the Twelve



For the carrying on of His work, Christ did not choose the learning or eloquence of
the Jewish Sanhedrin or the power of Rome. Passing by the self-righteous Jewish
teachers, the Master Worker chose humble, unlearned men to proclaim the truths that
were to move the world. These men He purposed to train and educate as the leaders of
His church. They in turn were to educate others and send them out with the gospel
message. That they might have success in their work they were to be given the power
of the Holy Spirit. Not by human might or human wisdom was the gospel to be
proclaimed, but by the power of God.

For three years and a half the disciples were under the instruction of the greatest
Teacher the world has ever known. By personal contact and association, Christ trained
them for His service. Day by day they walked and talked with Him, hearing His words of
cheer to the weary and heavy-laden, and seeing the manifestation of His power in
behalf
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of the sick and the afflicted. Sometimes He taught them, sitting among them on the
mountainside; sometimes beside the sea or walking by the way, He revealed the
mysteries of the kingdom of God. Wherever hearts were open to receive the divine
message, He unfolded the truths of the way of salvation. He did not command the
disciples to do this or that, but said, "Follow Me." On His journeys through country and
cities, He took them with Him, that they might see how He taught the people. They
traveled with Him from place to place. They shared His frugal fare, and like Him were
sometimes hungry and often weary. On the crowded streets, by the lakeside, in the
lonely desert, they were with Him. They saw Him in every phase of life.

It was at the ordination of the Twelve that the first step was taken in the
organization of the church that after Christ's departure was to carry on His work on the
earth. Of this ordination the record says, "He goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto
Him whom He would: and they came unto Him. And He ordained twelve, that they
should be with Him, and that He might send them forth to preach." Mark 3:13, 14.

Look upon the touching scene. Behold the Majesty of heaven surrounded by the
Twelve whom He has chosen. He is about to set them apart for their work. By these
feeble agencies, through His word and Spirit, He designs to place salvation within the
reach of all.

With gladness and rejoicing, God and the angels beheld this scene. The Father
knew that from these men the light of heaven would shine forth; that the words spoken
by
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them as they witnessed for His Son, would echo from generation to generation till the
close of time.

The disciples were to go forth as Christ's withesses, to declare to the world what
they had seen and heard of Him. Their office was the most important to which human
beings had ever been called, second only to that of Christ Himself. They were to be
workers together with God for the saving of men. As in the Old Testament the twelve
patriarchs stood as representatives of Israel, so the twelve apostles stand as
representatives of the gospel church.

During His earthly ministry Christ began to break down the partition wall between
Jew and Gentile, and to preach salvation to all mankind. Though He was a Jew, He
mingled freely with the Samaritans, setting at nought the Pharisaic customs of the Jews



with regard to this despised people. He slept under their roofs, ate at their tables, and
taught in their streets.

The Saviour longed to unfold to His disciples the truth regarding the breaking down
of the "middle wall of partition” between Israel and the other nations--the truth that "the
Gentiles should be fellow heirs" with the Jews and "partakers of His promise in Christ by
the gospel.” Ephesians 2:14; 3:6. This truth was revealed in part at the time when He
rewarded the faith of the centurion at Capernaum, and also when He preached the
gospel to the inhabitants of Sychar. Still more plainly was it revealed on the occasion of
His visit to Phoenicia, when He healed the daughter of the Canaanite woman. These

experiences helped the disciples to understand that among those whom many regarded
20
as unworthy of salvation, there were souls hungering for the light of truth.

Thus Christ sought to teach the disciples the truth that in God's kingdom there are
no territorial lines, no caste, no aristocracy; that they must go to all nations, bearing to
them the message of a Saviour's love. But not until later did they realize in all its fullness
that God "hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the
earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their
habitation; that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after Him, and find
Him, though He be not far from every one of us." Acts 17:26, 27.

In these first disciples was presented marked diversity. They were to be the world's
teachers, and they represented widely varied types of character. In order successfully to
carry forward the work to which they had been called, these men, differing in natural
characteristics and in habits of life, needed to come into unity of feeling, thought, and
action. This unity it was Christ's object to secure. To this end He sought to bring them
into unity with Himself. The burden of His labor for them is expressed in His prayer to
His Father, "That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and | in Thee, that
they also may be one in Us;" "that the world may know that Thou has sent Me, and hast
loved them, as Thou hast loved Me." John 17:21, 23. His constant prayer for them was
that they might be sanctified through the truth; and He prayed with assurance, knowing

that an Almighty decree had been given before the world was
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made. He knew that the gospel of the kingdom would be preached to all nations for a
witness; He knew that truth armed with the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit, would
conquer in the battle with evil, and that the bloodstained banner would one day wave
triumphantly over His followers.

As Christ's earthly ministry drew to a close, and He realized that He must soon
leave His disciples to carry on the work without His personal supervision, He sought to
encourage them and to prepare them for the future. He did not deceive them with false
hopes. As an open book He read what was to be. He knew He was about to be
separated from them, to leave them as sheep among wolves. He knew that they would
suffer persecution, that they would be cast out of the synagogues, and would be thrown
into prison. He knew that for witnessing to Him as the Messiah, some of them would
suffer death. And something of this He told them. In speaking of their future, He was
plain and definite, that in their coming trial they might remember His words and be
strengthened to believe in Him as the Redeemer.

He spoke to them also words of hope and courage. "Let not your heart be
troubled," He said; "ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are



many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you.
And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you unto Myself;
that where | am, there ye may be also. And whither | go ye know, and the way ye know."

John 14:1-4. For your sake | came into the world; for you | have been working.
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When | go away | shall still work earnestly for you. | came to the world to reveal Myself
to you, that you might believe. | go to My Father and yours to co-operate with Him in
your behalf.

"Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on Me, the works that | do shall he
do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because | go unto My Father." John
14:12. By this, Christ did not mean that the disciples would make more exalted
exertions than He had made, but that their work would have greater magnitude. He did
not refer merely to miracle working, but to all that would take place under the agency of
the Holy Spirit. "When the Comforter is come," He said, "whom | will send unto you from
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of
Me: and ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with Me from the beginning.”
John 15:26, 27.

Wonderfully were these words fulfilled. After the descent of the Holy Spirit, the
disciples were so filled with love for Him and for those for whom He died, that hearts
were melted by the words they spoke and the prayers they offered. They spoke in the
power of the Spirit; and under the influence of that power, thousands were converted.

As Christ's representatives the apostles were to make a decided impression on the
world. The fact that they were humble men would not diminish their influence, but
increase it; for the minds of their hearers would be carried from them to the Saviour,
who, though unseen, was still working with them. The wonderful teaching of the
apostles, their
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words of courage and trust, would assure all that it was not in their own power that they
worked, but in the power of Christ. Humbling themselves, they would declare that He
whom the Jews had crucified was the Prince of life, the Son of the living God, and that
in His name they did the works that He had done.

In His parting conversation with His disciples on the night before the crucifixion the
Saviour made no reference to the suffering that He had endured and must yet endure.
He did not speak of the humiliation that was before Him, but sought to bring to their
minds that which would strengthen their faith, leading them to look forward to the joys
that await the overcomer. He rejoiced in the consciousness that He could and would do
more for His followers than He had promised; that from Him would flow forth love and
compassion, cleansing the soul temple, and making men like Him in character; that His
truth, armed with the power of the Spirit, would go forth conquering and to conquer.

"These things | have spoken unto you," He said, "that in Me ye might have peace.
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; | have overcome the world."
John 16:33. Christ did not fail, neither was He discouraged; and the disciples were to
show a faith of the same enduring nature. They were to work as He had worked,
depending on Him for strength. Though their way would be obstructed by apparent
impossibilities, yet by His grace they were to go forward, despairing of nothing and
hoping for everything.
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Christ had finished the work that was given Him to do. He had gathered out those
who were to continue His work among men. And He said: "l am glorified in them. And
now | am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and | come to Thee. Holy
Father, keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may
be one, as We are.” "Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe
on Me through their word; that they all may be one; . . . | in them and Thou in Me, that
they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me,
and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me." John 17:10, 11, 20-23.

Chap. 3 - The Great Commission

After the death of Christ the disciples were well-nigh overcome by discouragement.
Their Master had been rejected, condemned, and crucified. The priests and rulers had
declared scornfully, "He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of
Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him." Matthew 27:42.
The sun of the disciples' hope had set, and night settled down upon their hearts. Often
they repeated the words, "We trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed
Israel.” Luke 24:21. Lonely and sick at heart, they remembered His words, "If they do
these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?" Luke 23:31.

Jesus had several times attempted to open the future to His disciples, but they had
not cared to think about what He said. Because of this His death had come to them as a
surprise; and afterward, as they reviewed the past and saw the result of their unbelief,
they were filled with sorrow.
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When Christ was crucified, they did not believe that He would rise. He had stated plainly
that He was to rise on the third day, but they were perplexed to know what He meant.
This lack of comprehension left them at the time of His death in utter hopelessness.
They were bitterly disappointed. Their faith did not penetrate beyond the shadow that
Satan had cast athwart their horizon. All seemed vague and mysterious to them. If they
had believed the Saviour's words, how much sorrow they might have been spared!

Crushed by despondency, grief, and despair, the disciples met together in the
upper chamber, and closed and fastened the doors, fearing that the fate of their beloved
Teacher might be theirs. It was here that the Saviour, after His resurrection, appeared to
them.

For forty days Christ remained on the earth, preparing the disciples for the work
before them and explaining that which heretofore they had been unable to comprehend.
He spoke of the prophecies concerning His advent, His rejection by the Jews, and His
death, showing that every specification of these prophecies had been fulfilled. He told
them that they were to regard this fulfillment of prophecy as an assurance of the power
that would attend them in their future labors. "Then opened He their understanding,” we
read, "that they might understand the Scriptures, and said unto them, Thus it is written,
and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.”
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And He added, "Ye are witnesses of these things." Luke 24:45-48.

During these days that Christ spent with His disciples, they gained a new
experience. As they heard their beloved Master explaining the Scriptures in the light of
all that had happened, their faith in Him was fully established. They reached the place
where they could say, "I know whom | have believed." 2 Timothy 1:12. They began to
realize the nature and extent of their work, to see that they were to proclaim to the world
the truths entrusted to them. The events of Christ's life, His death and resurrection, the
prophecies pointing to these events, the mysteries of the plan of salvation, the power of
Jesus for the remission of sins--to all these things they had been witnesses, and they
were to make them known to the world. They were to proclaim the gospel of peace and
salvation through repentance and the power of the Saviour.

Before ascending to heaven, Christ gave His disciples their commission. He told
them that they were to be the executors of the will in which He bequeathed to the world
the treasures of eternal life. You have been witnesses of My life of sacrifice in behalf of
the world, He said to them. You have seen My labors for Israel. And although My people
would not come to Me that they might have life, although priests and rulers have done
unto Me as they listed, although they have rejected Me, they shall have still another
opportunity of accepting the Son of God. You have seen that all who come to Me
confessing their sins, | freely receive.
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Him that cometh to Me | will in no wise cast out. To you, My disciples, | commit this
message of mercy. It is to be given to both Jews and Gentiles--to Israel, first, and then
to all nations, tongues, and peoples. All who believe are to be gathered into one church.

The gospel commission is the great missionary charter of Christ's kingdom. The
disciples were to work earnestly for souls, giving to all the invitation of mercy. They were
not to wait for the people to come to them; they were to go to the people with their
message.

The disciples were to carry their work forward in Christ's name. Their every word
and act was to fasten attention on His name, as possessing that vital power by which
sinners may be saved. Their faith was to center in Him who is the source of mercy and
power. In His name they were to present their petitions to the Father, and they would
receive answer. They were to baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. Christ's name was to be their watchword, their badge of distinction, their bond of
union, the authority for their course of action, and the source of their success. Nothing
was to be recognized in His kingdom that did not bear His name and superscription.

When Christ said to the disciples, Go forth in My name to gather into the church all
who believe, He plainly set before them the necessity of maintaining simplicity. The less
ostentation and show, the greater would be their influence for good. The disciples were
to speak with the same simplicity with which Christ had spoken. They were to
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impress upon their hearers the lessons He had taught them.

Christ did not tell His disciples that their work would be easy. He showed them the
vast confederacy of evil arrayed against them. They would have to fight "against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places." Ephesians 6:12. But they would not be left to fight
alone. He assured them that He would be with them; and that if they would go forth in



faith, they should move under the shield of Omnipotence. He bade them be brave and
strong; for One mightier than angels would be in their ranks--the General of the armies
of heaven. He made full provision for the prosecution of their work and took upon
Himself the responsibility of its success. So long as they obeyed His word, and worked
in connection with Him, they could not fail. Go to all nations, He bade them. Go to the
farthest part of the habitable globe and be assured that My presence will be with you
even there. Labor in faith and confidence; for the time will never come when | will
forsake you. | will be with you always, helping you to perform your duty, guiding,
comforting, sanctifying, sustaining you, giving you success in speaking words that shall
draw the attention of others to heaven.

Christ's sacrifice in behalf of man was full and complete. The condition of the
atonement had been fulfilled. The work for which He had come to this world had been
accomplished. He had won the kingdom. He had wrested it from Satan and had become

heir of all things. He was on His way
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to the throne of God, to be honored by the heavenly host. Clothed with boundless
authority, He gave His disciples their commission, "Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo,
| am with you alway, even unto the end." Matthew 28:19, 20.

Just before leaving His disciples, Christ once more plainly stated the nature of His
kingdom. He recalled to their remembrance things He had previously told them
regarding it. He declared that it was not His purpose to establish in this world a temporal
kingdom. He was not appointed to reign as an earthly monarch on David's throne. When
the disciples asked Him, "Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel?" He answered, "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in His own power." Acts 1:6, 7. It was not necessary for them to see
farther into the future than the revelations He had made enabled them to see. Their
work was to proclaim the gospel message.

Christ's visible presence was about to be withdrawn from the disciples, but a new
endowment of power was to be theirs. The Holy Spirit was to be given them in its
fullness, sealing them for their work. "Behold," the Saviour said, "I send the promise of
My Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high." Luke 24:49. "For John truly baptized with
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water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." "Ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth." Acts 1.5, 8.

The Saviour knew that no argument, however logical, would melt hard hearts or
break through the crust of worldliness and selfishness. He knew that His disciples must
receive the heavenly endowment; that the gospel would be effective only as it was
proclaimed by hearts made warm and lips made eloquent by a living knowledge of Him
who is the way, the truth, and the life. The work committed to the disciples would require
great efficiency; for the tide of evil ran deep and strong against them. A vigilant,
determined leader was in command of the forces of darkness, and the followers of



Christ could battle for the right only through the help that God, by His Spirit, would give
them.

Christ told His disciples that they were to begin their work at Jerusalem. That city
had been the scene of His amazing sacrifice for the human race. There, clad in the garb
of humanity, He had walked and talked with men, and few had discerned how near
heaven came to earth. There He had been condemned and crucified. In Jerusalem
were many who secretly believed Jesus of Nazareth to be the Messiah, and many who
had been deceived by priests and rulers. To these the gospel must be proclaimed. They
were to be called to repentance. The wonderful truth that
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through Christ alone could remission of sins be obtained, was to be made plain. And it
was while all Jerusalem was stirred by the thrilling events of the past few weeks, that
the preaching of the disciples would make the deepest impression.

During His ministry, Jesus had kept constantly before the disciples the fact that
they were to be one with Him in His work for the recovery of the world from the slavery
of sin. When He sent forth the Twelve and afterward the Seventy, to proclaim the
kingdom of God, He was teaching them their duty to impart to others what He had made
known to them. In all His work He was training them for individual labor, to be extended
as their numbers increased, and eventually to reach to the uttermost parts of the earth.
The last lesson He gave His followers was that they held in trust for the world the glad
tidings of salvation.

When the time came for Christ to ascend to His Father, He led the disciples out as
far as Bethany. Here He paused, and they gathered about Him. With hands
outstretched in blessing, as if in assurance of His protecting care, He slowly ascended
from among them. "It came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them,
and carried up into heaven." Luke 24:51.

While the disciples were gazing upward to catch the last glimpse of their ascending
Lord, He was received into the rejoicing ranks of heavenly angels. As these angels
escorted Him to the courts above, they sang in triumph, "Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of
the earth; O sing praises
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unto the Lord, to Him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens. . . . Ascribe ye strength
unto God: His excellency is over Israel, and His strength is in the heavens." Psalm
68:32-34, margin.

The disciples were still looking earnestly toward heaven when, "behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven." Acts 1:10, 11.

The promise of Christ's second coming was ever to be kept fresh in the minds of
His disciples. The same Jesus whom they had seen ascending into heaven, would
come again, to take to Himself those who here below give themselves to His service.
The same voice that had said to them, "Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end,"
would bid them welcome to His presence in the heavenly kingdom.

As in the typical service the high priest laid aside his pontifical robes and officiated
in the white linen dress of an ordinary priest; so Christ laid aside His royal robes and
garbed Himself with humanity and offered sacrifice, Himself the priest, Himself the
victim. As the high priest, after performing his service in the holy of holies, came forth to



the waiting congregation in his pontifical robes; so Christ will come the second time,
clothed in garments of whitest white, "so as no fuller on earth can white them." Mark
9:3. He will come in His own glory, and in the glory of His Father, and all the angelic

host will escort Him on His way.
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Thus will be fulfilled Christ's promise to His disciples, "I will come again, and
receive you unto Myself." John 14:3. Those who have loved Him and waited for Him, He
will crown with glory and honor and immortality. The righteous dead will come forth from
their graves, and those who are alive will be caught up with them to meet the Lord in the
air. They will hear the voice of Jesus, sweeter than any music that ever fell on mortal
ear, saying to them, Your warfare is accomplished. "Come, ye blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." Matthew 25:34.

Well might the disciples rejoice in the hope of their Lord's return.

Chap. 4 - Pentecost

As the disciples returned from Olivet to Jerusalem, the people looked on them,
expecting to see on their faces expressions of sorrow, confusion, and defeat; but they
saw there gladness and triumph. The disciples did not now mourn over disappointed
hopes. They had seen the risen Saviour, and the words of His parting promise echoed
constantly in their ears.

In obedience to Christ's command, they waited in Jerusalem for the promise of the
Father--the outpouring of the Spirit. They did not wait in idleness. The record says that
they were "continually in the temple, praising and blessing God." Luke 24:53. They also
met together to present their requests to the Father in the name of Jesus. They knew
that they had a Representative in heaven, an Advocate at the throne of God. In solemn

awe they bowed in prayer, repeating the assurance, "Whatsoever ye shall
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ask the Father in My name, He will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My
name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full." John 16:23, 24. Higher and
still higher they extended the hand of faith, with the mighty argument, "It is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us." Romans 8:34.

As the disciples waited for the fulfillment of the promise, they humbled their hearts
in true repentance and confessed their unbelief. As they called to remembrance the
words that Christ had spoken to them before His death they understood more fully their
meaning. Truths which had passed from their memory were again brought to their
minds, and these they repeated to one another. They reproached themselves for their
misapprehension of the Saviour. Like a procession, scene after scene of His wonderful
life passed before them. As they meditated upon His pure, holy life they felt that no toill
would be too hard, no sacrifice too great, if only they could bear witness in their lives to
the loveliness of Christ's character. Oh, if they could but have the past three years to
live over, they thought, how differently they would act! If they could only see the Master
again, how earnestly they would strive to show Him how deeply they loved Him, and
how sincerely they sorrowed for having ever grieved Him by a word or an act of
unbelief! But they were comforted by the thought that they were forgiven. And they



determined that, so far as possible, they would atone for their unbelief by bravely

confessing Him before the world.
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The disciples prayed with intense earnestness for a fithess to meet men and in
their daily intercourse to speak words that would lead sinners to Christ. Putting away all
differences, all desire for the supremacy, they came close together in Christian
fellowship. They drew nearer and nearer to God, and as they did this they realized what
a privilege had been theirs in being permitted to associate so closely with Christ.
Sadness filled their hearts as they thought of how many times they had grieved Him by
their slowness of comprehension, their failure to understand the lessons that, for their
good, He was trying to teach them.

These days of preparation were days of deep heart searching. The disciples felt
their spiritual need and cried to the Lord for the holy unction that was to fit them for the
work of soul saving. They did not ask for a blessing for themselves merely. They were
weighted with the burden of the salvation of souls. They realized that the gospel was to
be carried to the world, and they claimed the power that Christ had promised.

During the patriarchal age the influence of the Holy Spirit had often been revealed
in a marked manner, but never in its fullness. Now, in obedience to the word of the
Saviour, the disciples offered their supplications for this gift, and in heaven Christ added
His intercession. He claimed the gift of the Spirit, that He might pour it upon His people.

"And when the Day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in
one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,

and it filled all the house where they were sitting."
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The Spirit came upon the waiting, praying disciples with a fullness that reached
every heart. The Infinite One revealed Himself in power to His church. It was as if for
ages this influence had been held in restraint, and now Heaven rejoiced in being able to
pour out upon the church the riches of the Spirit's grace. And under the influence of the
Spirit, words of penitence and confession mingled with songs of praise for sins forgiven.
Words of thanksgiving and of prophecy were heard. All heaven bent low to behold and
to adore the wisdom of matchless, incomprehensible love. Lost in wonder, the apostles
exclaimed, "Herein is love." They grasped the imparted gift. And what followed? The
sword of the Spirit, newly edged with power and bathed in the lightnings of heaven, cut
its way through unbelief. Thousands were converted in a day.

"It is expedient for you that | go away," Christ had said to His disciples; "for If | go
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send Him unto you."
"When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not
speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will show
you things to come." John 16:7, 13.

Christ's ascension to heaven was the signal that His followers were to receive the
promised blessing. For this they were to wait before they entered upon their work.
When Christ passed within the heavenly gates, He was enthroned amidst the adoration
of the angels. As soon as this ceremony was completed, the Holy Spirit descended

upon the disciples in rich currents, and Christ was indeed glorified, even
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with the glory which He had with the Father from all eternity. The Pentecostal
outpouring was Heaven's communication that the Redeemer's inauguration was
accomplished. According to His promise He had sent the Holy Spirit from heaven to His
followers as a token that He had, as priest and king, received all authority in heaven and
on earth, and was the Anointed One over His people.

"And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each
of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” The Holy Spirit, assuming the form of
tongues of fire, rested upon those assembled. This was an emblem of the gift then
bestowed on the disciples, which enabled them to speak with fluency languages with
which they had heretofore been unacquainted. The appearance of fire signified the
fervent zeal with which the apostles would labor and the power that would attend their
work.

"There were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under
heaven." During the dispersion the Jews had been scattered to almost every part of the
inhabited world, and in their exile they had learned to speak various languages. Many of
these Jews were on this occasion in Jerusalem, attending the religious festivals then in
progress. Every known tongue was represented by those assembled. This diversity of
languages would have been a great hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel; God
therefore in a miraculous manner supplied the deficiency of the apostles. The Holy Spirit

did for them that which
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they could not have accomplished for themselves in a lifetime. They could now proclaim
the truths of the gospel abroad, speaking with accuracy the languages of those for
whom they were laboring. This miraculous gift was a strong evidence to the world that
their commission bore the signet of Heaven. From this time forth the language of the
disciples was pure, simple, and accurate, whether they spoke in their native tongue or in
a foreign language.

"Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were
confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they
were all amazed and marveled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which
speak Galileans? and how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were
born?"

The priests and rulers were greatly enraged at this wonderful manifestation, but
they dared not give way to their malice, for fear of exposing themselves to the violence
of the people. They had put the Nazarene to death; but here were His servants,
unlettered men of Galilee, telling in all the languages then spoken, the story of His life
and ministry. The priests, determined to account for the miraculous power of the
disciples in some natural way, declared that they were drunken from partaking largely of
the new wine prepared for the feast. Some of the most ignorant of the people present
seized upon this suggestion as the truth, but the more intelligent knew it to be false; and
those who understood the different languages testified to the accuracy with which

these languages were used by the disciples.
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In answer to the accusation of the priests Peter showed that this demonstration
was in direct fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel, wherein he foretold that such power



would come upon men to fit them for a special work. "Ye men of Judea, and all ye that
dwell at Jerusalem," he said, "be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: for
these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. But this
is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel: And it shall come to pass in the last days,
saith God, | will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams: and on My servants and on My handmaidens | will pour out in those days of My
Spirit; and they shall prophesy."

With clearness and power Peter bore witness of the death and resurrection of
Christ: "Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of
you, as ye yourselves also know: Him . . . ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death:
because it was not possible that He should be holden of it."

Peter did not refer to the teachings of Christ to prove his position, because he
knew that the prejudice of his hearers was so great that his words on this subject would
be of no effect. Instead, he spoke to them of David, who was regarded by the Jews as
one of the patriarchs of their nation. "David speaketh concerning Him," he declared: "I

foresaw the
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Lord always before My face, for He is on My right hand, that | should not be moved:
therefore did My heart rejoice, and My tongue was glad; moreover also My flesh shall
rest in hope: because Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thine
Holy One to see corruption. . . .

"Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is
both dead and buried, and his sepulcher is with us unto this day." "He . . . spake of the
resurrection of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither His flesh did see
corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses."

The scene is one full of interest. Behold the people coming from all directions to
hear the disciples witness to the truth as it is in Jesus. They press in, crowding the
temple. Priests and rulers are there, the dark scowl of malignity still on their faces, their
hearts still filled with abiding hatred against Christ, their hands uncleansed from the
blood shed when they crucified the world's Redeemer. They had thought to find the
apostles cowed with fear under the strong hand of oppression and murder, but they find
them lifted above all fear and filled with the Spirit, proclaiming with power the divinity of
Jesus of Nazareth. They hear them declaring with boldness that the One so recently
humiliated, derided, smitten by cruel hands, and crucified, is the Prince of life, now
exalted to the right hand of God.

Some of those who listened to the apostles had taken an active part in the
condemnation and death of Christ. Their voices had mingled with the rabble in calling
for His
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crucifixion. When Jesus and Barabbas stood before them in the judgment hall and
Pilate asked, "Whom will ye that | release unto you?" they had shouted, "Not this Man,
but Barabbas!" Matthew 27:17; John 18:40. When Pilate delivered Christ to them,
saying, "Take ye Him, and crucify Him: for | find no fault in Him;" "I am innocent of the



blood of this just Person," they had cried, "His blood be on us, and on our children.”
John 19:6; Matthew 27:24, 25.

Now they heard the disciples declaring that it was the Son of God who had been
crucified. Priests and rulers trembled. Conviction and anguish seized the people. "They
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do?" Among those who listened to the disciples were devout
Jews, who were sincere in their belief. The power that accompanied the words of the
speaker convinced them that Jesus was indeed the Messiah.

"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as
many as the Lord our God shall call.”

Peter urged home upon the convicted people the fact that they had rejected Christ
because they had been deceived by priests and rulers; and that if they continued to look
to these men for counsel, and waited for them to acknowledge Christ before they dared
to do so, they would never accept Him. These powerful men, though making a

profession
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of godliness, were ambitious for earthly riches and glory. They were not willing to come
to Christ to receive light.

Under the influence of this heavenly illumination the scriptures that Christ had
explained to the disciples stood out before them with the luster of perfect truth. The vell
that had prevented them from seeing to the end of that which had been abolished, was
now removed, and they comprehended with perfect clearness the object of Christ's
mission and the nature of His kingdom. They could speak with power of the Saviour;
and as they unfolded to their hearers the plan of salvation, many were convicted and
convinced. The traditions and superstitions inculcated by the priests were swept away
from their minds, and the teachings of the Saviour were accepted.

"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls."”

The Jewish leaders had supposed that the work of Christ would end with His
death; but, instead of this, they witnessed the marvelous scenes of the Day of
Pentecost. They heard the disciples, endowed with a power and energy hitherto
unknown, preaching Christ, their words confirmed by signs and wonders. In Jerusalem,
the stronghold of Judaism, thousands openly declared their faith in Jesus of Nazareth
as the Messiah.

The disciples were astonished and overjoyed at the greatness of the harvest of
souls. They did not regard this wonderful ingathering as the result of their own efforts;
they realized that they were entering into other men's labors.
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Ever since the fall of Adam, Christ had been committing to chosen servants the seed of
His word, to be sown in human hearts. During His life on this earth He had sown the
seed of truth and had watered it with His blood. The conversions that took place on the
Day of Pentecost were the result of this sowing, the harvest of Christ's work, revealing
the power of His teaching.

The arguments of the apostles alone, though clear and convincing, would not have
removed the prejudice that had withstood so much evidence. But the Holy Spirit sent



the arguments home to hearts with divine power. The words of the apostles were as
sharp arrows of the Almighty, convicting men of their terrible guilt in rejecting and
crucifying the Lord of glory.

Under the training of Christ the disciples had been led to feel their need of the
Spirit. Under the Spirit's teaching they received the final qualification, and went forth to
their lifework. No longer were they ignorant and uncultured. No longer were they a
collection of independent units or discordant, conflicting elements. No longer were their
hopes set on worldly greatness. They were of "one accord,” "of one heart and of one
soul." Acts 2:46; 4:32. Christ filled their thoughts; the advancement of His kingdom was
their aim. In mind and character they had become like their Master, and men "took
knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus." Acts 4:13.

Pentecost brought them the heavenly illumination. The truths they could not
understand while Christ was with them were now unfolded. With a faith and assurance
that
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they had never before known, they accepted the teachings of the Sacred Word. No
longer was it a matter of faith with them that Christ was the Son of God. They knew that,
although clothed with humanity, He was indeed the Messiah, and they told their
experience to the world with a confidence which carried with it the conviction that God
was with them.

They could speak the name of Jesus with assurance; for was He not their Friend
and Elder Brother? Brought into close communion with Christ, they sat with Him in
heavenly places. With what burning language they clothed their ideas as they bore
witness for Him! Their hearts were surcharged with a benevolence so full, so deep, so
far-reaching, that it impelled them to go to the ends of the earth, testifying to the power
of Christ. They were filled with an intense longing to carry forward the work He had
begun. They realized the greatness of their debt to heaven and the responsibility of their
work. Strengthened by the endowment of the Holy Spirit, they went forth filled with zeal
to extend the triumphs of the cross. The Spirit animated them and spoke through them.
The peace of Christ shone from their faces. They had consecrated their lives to Him for
service, and their very features bore evidence to the surrender they had made.

Chap. 5 - The Gift of the Spirit

When Christ gave His disciples the promise of the Spirit, He was nearing the close
of His earthly ministry. He was standing in the shadow of the cross, with a full realization
of the load of guilt that was to rest upon Him as the Sin Bearer. Before offering Himself
as the sacrificial victim, He instructed His disciples regarding a most essential and
complete gift which He was to bestow upon His followers--the gift that would bring within
their reach the boundless resources of His grace. "l will pray the Father," He said, "and
He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit
of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him:
but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." John 14:16, 17. The
Saviour was pointing forward to the time when the Holy Spirit should come to do a

mighty work as His representative. The evil that had been accumulating for centuries
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was to be resisted by the divine power of the Holy Spirit.



What was the result of the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost? The
glad tidings of a risen Saviour were carried to the uttermost parts of the inhabited world.
As the disciples proclaimed the message of redeeming grace, hearts yielded to the
power of this message. The church beheld converts flocking to her from all directions.
Backsliders were reconverted. Sinners united with believers in seeking the pear| of
great price. Some who had been the bitterest opponents of the gospel became its
champions. The prophecy was fulfilled, "He that is feeble . . . shall be as David; and the
house of David . . . as the angel of the Lord." Zechariah 12:8. Every Christian saw in his
brother a revelation of divine love and benevolence. One interest prevailed; one subject
of emulation swallowed up all others. The ambition of the believers was to reveal the
likeness of Christ's character and to labor for the enlargement of His kingdom.

"With great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus:
and great grace was upon them all." Acts 4:33. Under their labors were added to the
church chosen men, who, receiving the word of truth, consecrated their lives to the work
of giving to others the hope that filled their hearts with peace and joy. They could not be
restrained or intimidated by threatenings. The Lord spoke through them, and as they
went from place to place, the poor had the gospel preached to them, and miracles of

divine grace were wrought.
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So mightily can God work when men give themselves up to the control of His
Spirit.

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ
declared that the divine influence of His Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end.
From the Day of Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been sent to all who
have yielded themselves fully to the Lord and to His service. To all who have accepted
Christ as a personal Saviour, the Holy Spirit has come as a counselor, sanctifier, guide,
and witness. The more closely believers have walked with God, the more clearly and
powerfully have they testified of their Redeemer's love and of His saving grace. The
men and women who through the long centuries of persecution and trial enjoyed a large
measure of the presence of the Spirit in their lives, have stood as signs and wonders in
the world. Before angels and men they have revealed the transforming power of
redeeming love.

Those who at Pentecost were endued with power from on high, were not thereby
freed from further temptation and trial. As they witnessed for truth and righteousness
they were repeatedly assailed by the enemy of all truth, who sought to rob them of their
Christian experience. They were compelled to strive with all their God-given powers to
reach the measure of the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. Daily they prayed
for fresh supplies of grace, that they might reach higher and still higher toward

perfection. Under the Holy Spirit's working even the weakest,
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by exercising faith in God, learned to improve their entrusted powers and to become
sanctified, refined, and ennobled. As in humility they submitted to the molding influence
of the Holy Spirit, they received of the fullness of the Godhead and were fashioned in
the likeness of the divine.

The lapse of time has wrought no change in Christ's parting promise to send the
Holy Spirit as His representative. It is not because of any restriction on the part of God



that the riches of His grace do not flow earthward to men. If the fulfillment of the promise
is not seen as it might be, it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be. If
all were willing, all would be filled with the Spirit. Wherever the need of the Holy Spirit is
a matter little thought of, there is seen spiritual drought, spiritual darkness, spiritual
declension and death. Whenever minor matters occupy the attention, the divine power
which is necessary for the growth and prosperity of the church, and which would bring
all other blessings in its train, is lacking, though offered in infinite plenitude.

Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not hunger
and thirst for the gift of the Spirit? Why do we not talk of it, pray for it, and preach
concerning it? The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who serve Him
than parents are to give good gifts to their children. For the daily baptism of the Spirit
every worker should offer his petition to God. Companies of Christian workers should
gather to ask for special help, for heavenly wisdom, that they may know how to plan and

execute wisely. Especially should they pray that God will baptize
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His chosen ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His Spirit. The
presence of the Spirit with God's workers will give the proclamation of truth a power that
not all the honor or glory of the world could give.

With the consecrated worker for God, in whatever place he may be, the Holy Spirit
abides. The words spoken to the disciples are spoken also to us. The Comforter is ours
as well as theirs. The Spirit furnishes the strength that sustains striving, wrestling souls
in every emergency, amidst the hatred of the world, and the realization of their own
failures and mistakes. In sorrow and affliction, when the outlook seems dark and the
future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone,--these are the times when, in answer
to the prayer of faith, the Holy Spirit brings comfort to the heart.

It is not a conclusive evidence that a man is a Christian because he manifests
spiritual ecstasy under extraordinary circumstances. Holiness is not rapture: it is an
entire surrender of the will to God,; it is living by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God; it is doing the will of our heavenly Father; it is trusting God in trial, in
darkness as well as in the light; it is walking by faith and not by sight; it is relying on God
with unguestioning confidence, and resting in His love.

It is not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is. Christ tells
us that the Spirit is the Comforter, "the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the
Father." It is plainly declared regarding the Holy Spirit that, in His work of guiding men

into all truth, "He shall not speak of Himself." John 15:26; 16:13.
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The nature of the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord
has not revealed it to them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of
Scripture and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views will
not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too deep for human
understanding, silence is golden.

The office of the Holy Spirit is distinctly specified in the words of Christ: "When He
is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” John
16:8. It is the Holy Spirit that convicts of sin. If the sinner responds to the quickening
influence of the Spirit, he will be brought to repentance and aroused to the importance
of obeying the divine requirements.



To the repentant sinner, hungering and thirsting for righteousness, the Holy Spirit
reveals the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. "He shall receive of
Mine, and shall show it unto you," Christ said. "He shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you." John 16:14; 14:26.

The Spirit is given as a regenerating agency, to make effectual the salvation
wrought by the death of our Redeemer. The Spirit is constantly seeking to draw the
attention of men to the great offering that was made on the cross of Calvary, to unfold to
the world the love of God, and to open to the convicted soul the precious things of the
Scriptures.

Having brought conviction of sin, and presented before the mind the standard of

righteousness, the Holy Spirit
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withdraws the affections from the things of this earth and fills the soul with a desire for
holiness. "He will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13), the Saviour declared. If men are
willing to be molded, there will be brought about a sanctification of the whole being. The
Spirit will take the things of God and stamp them on the soul. By His power the way of
life will be made so plain that none need err therein.

From the beginning, God has been working by His Holy Spirit through human
instrumentalities for the accomplishment of His purpose in behalf of the fallen race. This
was manifest in the lives of the patriarchs. To the church in the wilderness also, in the
time of Moses, God gave His "good Spirit to instruct them." Nehemiah 9:20. And in the
days of the apostles He wrought mightily for His church through the agency of the Holy
Spirit. The same power that sustained the patriarchs, that gave Caleb and Joshua faith
and courage, and that made the work of the apostolic church effective, has upheld
God's faithful children in every succeeding age. It was through the power of the Holy
Spirit that during the Dark Ages the Waldensian Christians helped to prepare the way
for the Reformation. It was the same power that made successful the efforts of the
noble men and women who pioneered the way for the establishment of modern
missions and for the translation of the Bible into the languages and dialects of all
nations and peoples.

And today God is still using His church to make known His purpose in the earth.
Today the heralds of the cross are going from city to city, and from land to land,
preparing
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the way for the second advent of Christ. The standard of God's law is being exalted.
The Spirit of the Almighty is moving upon men's hearts, and those who respond to its
influence become witnesses for God and His truth. In many places consecrated men
and women may be seen communicating to others the light that has made plain to them
the way of salvation through Christ. And as they continue to let their light shine, as did
those who were baptized with the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, they receive more and
still more of the Spirit's power. Thus the earth is to be lightened with the glory of God.

On the other hand, there are some who, instead of wisely improving present
opportunities, are idly waiting for some special season of spiritual refreshing by which
their ability to enlighten others will be greatly increased. They neglect present duties
and privileges, and allow their light to burn dim, while they look forward to a time when,
without any effort on their part, they will be made the recipients of special blessing, by
which they will be transformed and fitted for service.



It is true that in the time of the end, when God's work in the earth is closing, the
earnest efforts put forth by consecrated believers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit
are to be accompanied by special tokens of divine favor. Under the figure of the early
and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at seedtime and harvest, the Hebrew
prophets foretold the bestowal of spiritual grace in extraordinary measure upon God's
church. The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the beginning of the

early, or
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former, rain, and glorious was the result. To the end of time the presence of the Spirit is
to abide with the true church.

But near the close of earth's harvest, a special bestowal of spiritual grace is
promised to prepare the church for the coming of the Son of man. This outpouring of the
Spirit is likened to the falling of the latter rain; and it is for this added power that
Christians are to send their petitions to the Lord of the harvest "in the time of the latter
rain." In response, "the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain."
"He will cause to come down . . . the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain," Zechariah
10:1; Joel 2:23.

But unless the members of God's church today have a living connection with the
Source of all spiritual growth, they will not be ready for the time of reaping. Unless they
keep their lamps trimmed and burning, they will fail of receiving added grace in times of
special need.

Those only who are constantly receiving fresh supplies of grace, will have power
proportionate to their daily need and their ability to use that power. Instead of looking
forward to some future time when, through a special endowment of spiritual power, they
will receive a miraculous fitting up for soul winning, they are yielding themselves daily to
God, that He may make them vessels meet for His use. Daily they are improving the
opportunities for service that lie within their reach. Daily they are witnessing for the
Master wherever they may be, whether in some humble sphere of labor in the home, or

in a public field of usefulness.
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To the consecrated worker there is wonderful consolation in the knowledge that
even Christ during His life on earth sought His Father daily for fresh supplies of needed
grace; and from this communion with God He went forth to strengthen and bless others.
Behold the Son of God bowed in prayer to His Father! Though He is the Son of God, He
strengthens His faith by prayer, and by communion with heaven gathers to Himself
power to resist evil and to minister to the needs of men. As the Elder Brother of our race
He knows the necessities of those who, compassed with infirmity and living in a world of
sin and temptation, still desire to serve Him. He knows that the messengers whom He
sees fit to send are weak, erring men; but to all who give themselves wholly to His
service He promises divine aid. His own example is an assurance that earnest,
persevering supplication to God in faith--faith that leads to entire dependence upon
God, and unreserved consecration to His work--will avail to bring to men the Holy
Spirit's aid in the battle against sin.

Every worker who follows the example of Christ will be prepared to receive and
use the power that God has promised to His church for the ripening of earth's harvest.
Morning by morning, as the heralds of the gospel kneel before the Lord and renew their



vows of consecration to Him, He will grant them the presence of His Spirit, with its
reviving, sanctifying power. As they go forth to the day's duties, they have the
assurance that the unseen agency of the Holy Spirit enables them to be "laborers
together with God."

Chap. 6 - At the Temple Gate

The disciples of Christ had a deep sense of their own inefficiency, and with
humiliation and prayer they joined their weakness to His strength, their ignorance to His
wisdom, their unworthiness to His righteousness, their poverty to His exhaustless
wealth. Thus strengthened and equipped, they hesitated not to press forward in the
service of the Master.

A short time after the descent of the Holy Spirit, and immediately after a season of
earnest prayer, Peter and John, going up to the temple to worship, saw at the gate
Beautiful a cripple, forty years of age, whose life, from his birth, had been one of pain
and infirmity. This unfortunate man had long desired to see Jesus, that he might be
healed; but he was almost helpless, and was far removed from the scene of the great
Physician's labors. His pleadings at last induced some friends to bear him to the gate of

the temple,
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but upon arriving there, he found that the One upon whom his hopes were centered,
had been put to a cruel death.

His disappointment excited the sympathy of those who knew for how long he had
eagerly hoped to be healed by Jesus, and daily they brought him to the temple, in order
that passers-by might be induced by pity to give him a trifle to relieve his wants. As
Peter and John passed, he asked an alms from them. The disciples regarded him
compassionately, and Peter said, "Look on us. And he gave heed unto them, expecting
to receive something of them. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have | none." As Peter
thus declared his poverty, the countenance of the cripple fell; but it grew bright with
hope as the apostle continued, "But such as | have give | thee: In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.

"And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and
ankle-bones received strength. And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with
them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. And all the people saw
him walking and praising God: and they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the
Beautiful Gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement at that
which had happened.”

"And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran
together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering." They were
astonished that the disciples could perform miracles similar to those performed by

Jesus. Yet here was this man, for
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forty years a helpless cripple, now rejoicing in the full use of his limbs, free from pain,
and happy in believing in Jesus.

When the disciples saw the amazement of the people, Peter asked, "Why marvel
ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness
we had made this man to walk?" He assured them that the cure had been wrought in



the name and through the merits of Jesus of Nazareth, whom God had raised from the
dead. "His name through faith in His name," the apostle declared, "hath made this man
strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by Him hath given him this
perfect soundness in the presence of you all."

The apostles spoke plainly of the great sin of the Jews in rejecting and putting to
death the Prince of life; but they were careful not to drive their hearers to despair. "Ye
denied the Holy One and the Just," Peter said, "and desired a murderer to be granted
unto you; and killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we
are witnesses." "And now, brethren, | wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also
your rulers. But those things, which God before had showed by the mouth of all His
prophets, that Christ should suffer, He hath so fulfilled." He declared that the Holy Spirit
was calling upon them to repent and be converted, and assured them that there was no
hope of salvation except through the mercy of the One whom they had crucified. Only
through faith in Him could their sins be forgiven.

"Repent ye therefore, and be converted," he cried, "that
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your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord."

"Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our
fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be
blessed. Unto you first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in
turning away every one of you from his iniquities."

Thus the disciples preached the resurrection of Christ. Many among those who
listened were waiting for this testimony, and when they heard it they believed. It brought
to their minds the words that Christ had spoken, and they took their stand in the ranks of
those who accepted the gospel. The seed that the Saviour had sown sprang up and
bore fruit.

While the disciples were speaking to the people, "the priests, and the captain of the
temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them, being grieved that they taught the
people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.”

After Christ's resurrection the priests had spread far and near the lying report that
His body had been stolen by the disciples while the Roman guard slept. It is not
surprising that they were displeased when they hear Peter and John preaching the
resurrection of the One they had murdered. The Sadducees especially were greatly
aroused. They felt that their most cherished doctrine was in danger, and their reputation
at stake.

Converts to the new faith were rapidly increasing, and both Pharisees and

Sadducees agreed that if these new
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teachers were suffered to go unchecked, their own influence would be in greater danger
than when Jesus was upon the earth. Accordingly, the captain of the temple, with the
help of a number of Sadducees, arrested Peter and John, and put them in prison, as it
was too late that day for them to be examined.

The enemies of the disciples could not but be convinced that Christ had risen from
the dead. The evidence was too clear to be doubted. Nevertheless, they hardened their
hearts, refusing to repent of the terrible deed they had committed in putting Jesus to
death. Abundant evidence that the apostles were speaking and acting under divine



inspiration had been given the Jewish rulers, but they firmly resisted the message of
truth. Christ had not come in the manner that they expected, and though at times they
had been convinced that He was the Son of God, yet they had stifled conviction, and
crucified Him. In mercy God gave them still further evidence, and now another
opportunity was granted them to turn to Him. He sent the disciples to tell them that they
had killed the Prince of life, and in this terrible charge He gave them another call to
repentance. But feeling secure in their own righteousness, the Jewish teachers refused
to admit that the men charging them with crucifying Christ were speaking by the
direction of the Holy Spirit.

Having committed themselves to a course of opposition to Christ, every act of
resistance became to the priests an additional incentive to pursue the same course.
Their obstinacy became more and more determined. It was not that they could not yield;

they could, but would not. It was not
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alone because they were guilty and deserving of death, not alone because they had put
to death the Son of God, that they were cut off from salvation; it was because they
armed themselves with opposition to God. They persistently rejected light and stifled the
convictions of the Spirit. The influence that controls the children of disobedience worked
in them, leading them to abuse the men through whom God was working. The malignity
of their rebellion was intensified by each successive act of resistance against God and
the message He had given His servants to declare. Every day, in their refusal to repent,
the Jewish leaders took up their rebellion afresh, preparing to reap that which they had
sown.

The wrath of God is not declared against unrepentant sinners merely because of
the sins they have committed, but because, when called to repent, they choose to
continue in resistance, repeating the sins of the past in defiance of the light given them.
If the Jewish leaders had submitted to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, they
would have been pardoned; but they were determined not to yield. In the same way, the
sinner, by continued resistance, places himself where the Holy Spirit cannot influence
him.

On the day following the healing of the cripple, Annas and Caiaphas, with the other
dignitaries of the temple, met together for the trial, and the prisoners were brought
before them. In that very room and before some of those very men, Peter had
shamefully denied his Lord. This came distinctly to his mind as he appeared for his own
trial. He now had an opportunity of redeeming his cowardice.

Those present who remembered the part that Peter had
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acted at the trial of his Master, flattered themselves that he could now be intimidated by
the threat of imprisonment and death. But the Peter who denied Christ in the hour of His
greatest need was impulsive and self-confident, differing widely from the Peter who was
brought before the Sanhedrin for examination. Since his fall he had been converted. He
was no longer proud and boastful, but modest and self-distrustful. He was filled with the
Holy Spirit, and by the help of this power he was resolved to remove the stain of his
apostasy by honoring the name he had once disowned.
Hitherto the priests had avoided mentioning the crucifixion or the resurrection of

Jesus. But now, in fulfillment of their purpose, they were forced to inquire of the accused



how the cure of the impotent man had been accomplished. "By what power, or by what
name, have ye done this?" they asked.

With holy boldness and in the power of the Spirit Peter fearlessly declared: "Be it
known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by Him doth this
man stand here before you whole. This is the stone which was set at nought of you
builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved."

This courageous defense appalled the Jewish leaders. They had supposed that
the disciples would be overcome with fear and confusion when brought before the

Sanhedrin.
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But, instead, these witnesses spoke as Christ had spoken, with a convincing power that
silenced their adversaries. There was no trace of fear in Peter's voice as he declared of
Christ, "This is the stone which was set at nhought of you builders, which is become the
head of the corner.”

Peter here used a figure of speech familiar to the priests. The prophets had spoken
of the rejected stone; and Christ Himself, speaking on one occasion to the priests and
elders, said: "Did ye never read in the Scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected,
the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous
in our eyes? Therefore say | unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you,
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And whosoever shall fall on this
stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder."
Matthew 21:42-44.

As the priests listened to the apostles' fearless words, "they took knowledge of
them, that they had been with Jesus."

Of the disciples after the transfiguration of Christ it is written that at the close of
that wonderful scene "they saw no man, save Jesus only." Matthew 17:8. "Jesus only"--
in these words is contained the secret of the life and power that marked the history of
the early church. When the disciples first heard the words of Christ, they felt their need
of Him. They sought, they found, they followed Him. They were with Him in the temple,
at the table, on the mountainside, in the field. They were as pupils with a teacher, daily

receiving from Him lessons of eternal truth.
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After the Saviour's ascension, the sense of the divine presence, full of love and
light, was still with them. It was a personal presence. Jesus, the Saviour, who had
walked and talked and prayed with them, who had spoken hope and comfort to their
hearts, had, while the message of peace was upon His lips, been taken from them into
heaven. As the chariot of angels received Him, His words had come to them, "Lo, | am
with you alway, even unto the end." Matthew 28:20. He had ascended to heaven in the
form of humanity. They knew that He was before the throne of God, their Friend and
Saviour still; that His sympathies were unchanged; that He would forever be identified
with suffering humanity. They knew that He was presenting before God the merit of His
blood, showing His wounded hands and feet as a remembrance of the price He had
paid for His redeemed ones; and this thought strengthened them to endure reproach for



His sake. Their union with Him was stronger now than when He was with them in
person. The light and love and power of an indwelling Christ shone out through them, so
that men, beholding, marveled.

Christ placed His seal on the words that Peter spoke in His defense. Close beside
the disciple, as a convincing witness, stood the man who had been so miraculously
healed. The appearance of this man, a few hours before a helpless cripple, but now
restored to soundness of health, added a weight of testimony to Peter's words. Priests
and rulers were silent. They were unable to refute Peter's statement, but they were

nonetheless determined to put a stop to the teaching of the disciples.
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Christ's crowning miracle--the raising of Lazarus--had sealed the determination of
the priests to rid the world of Jesus and His wonderful works, which were fast destroying
their influence over the people. They had crucified Him; but here was a convincing proof
that they had not put a stop to the working of miracles in His name, nor to the
proclamation of the truth He taught. Already the healing of the cripple and the preaching
of the apostles had filled Jerusalem with excitement.

In order to conceal their perplexity, the priests and rulers ordered the apostles to
be taken away, that they might counsel among themselves. They all agreed that it
would be useless to deny that the man had been healed. Gladly would they have
covered up the miracle by falsehoods; but this was impossible, for it had been wrought
in the full light of day, before a multitude of people, and had already come to the
knowledge of thousands. They felt that the work of the disciples must be stopped or
Jesus would gain many followers. Their own disgrace would follow, for they would be
held guilty of the murder of the Son of God.

But notwithstanding their desire to destroy the disciples, the priests dared not do
more than threaten them with the severest punishment if they continued to speak or to
work in the name of Jesus. Calling them again before the Sanhedrin, they commanded
them not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered:
"Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge

ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard."
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Gladly would the priests have punished these men for their unswerving fidelity to
their sacred calling, but they feared the people; "for all men glorified God for that which
was done." So, with repeated threats and injunctions, the apostles were set at liberty.

While Peter and John were prisoners, the other disciples, knowing the malignity of
the Jews, had prayed unceasingly for their brethren, fearing that the cruelty shown to
Christ might be repeated. As soon as the apostles were released, they sought the rest
of the disciples and reported to them the result of the examination. Great was the joy of
the believers. "They lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, Thou
art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: who
by the mouth of Thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people
imagine vain things? The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered
together against the Lord, and against His Christ. For of a truth against Thy Holy Child
Jesus, whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and



the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy
counsel determined before to be done.

"And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto Thy servants, that with
all boldness they may speak Thy word, by stretching forth Thine hand to heal; and that
signs and wonders may be done by the name of Thy Holy Child Jesus."

The disciples prayed that greater strength might be imparted to them in the work of
the ministry; for they saw
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that they would meet the same determined opposition that Christ had encountered
when upon the earth. While their united prayers were ascending in faith to heaven, the
answer came. The place where they were assembled was shaken, and they were
endowed anew with the Holy Spirit. Their hearts filled with courage, they again went
forth to proclaim the word of God in Jerusalem. "With great power gave the apostles
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus," and God marvelously blessed their
efforts.

The principle for which the disciples stood so fearlessly when, in answer to the
command not to speak any more in the name of Jesus, they declared, "Whether it be
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye," is the same
that the adherents of the gospel struggled to maintain in the days of the Reformation.
When in 1529 the German princes assembled at the Diet of Spires, there was
presented the emperor's decree restricting religious liberty, and prohibiting all further
dissemination of the reformed doctrines. It seemed that the hope of the world was about
to be crushed out. Would the princes accept the decree? Should the light of the gospel
be shut out from the multitudes still in darkness? Mighty issues for the world were at
stake. Those who had accepted the reformed faith met together, and their unanimous
decision was, "Let us reject this decree. In matters of conscience the majority has no
power."--Merle d'Aubigne, History of the Reformation, b. 13, ch. 5.

This principle we in our day are firmly to maintain. The banner of truth and religious

liberty held aloft by the founders
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of the gospel church and by God's witnesses during the centuries that have passed
since then, has, in this last conflict, been committed to our hands. The responsibility for
this great gift rests with those whom God has blessed with a knowledge of His word. We
are to receive this word as supreme authority. We are to recognize human government
as an ordinance of divine appointment, and teach obedience to it as a sacred duty,
within its legitimate sphere. But when its claims conflict with the claims of God, we must
obey God rather than men. God's word must be recognized as above all human
legislation. A "Thus saith the Lord" is not to be set aside for a "Thus saith the church” or
a "Thus saith the state." The crown of Christ is to be lifted above the diadems of earthly
potentates.

We are not required to defy authorities. Our words, whether spoken or written,
should be carefully considered, lest we place ourselves on record as uttering that which
would make us appear antagonistic to law and order. We are not to say or do anything
that would unnecessarily close up our way. We are to go forward in Christ's name,
advocating the truths committed to us. If we are forbidden by men to do this work, then
we may say, as did the apostles, "Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto



you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have
seen and heard."

Chap. 7 - A Warning Against Hypocrisy

As the disciples proclaimed the truths of the gospel in Jerusalem, God bore
witness to their word, and a multitude believed. Many of these early believers were
immediately cut off from family and friends by the zealous bigotry of the Jews, and it
was necessary to provide them with food and shelter.

The record declares, "Neither was there any among them that lacked," and it tells
how the need was filled. Those among the believers who had money and possessions
cheerfully sacrificed them to meet the emergency. Selling their houses or their lands,
they brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet, "and distribution was made unto
every man according as he had need.”

This liberality on the part of the believers was the result of the outpouring of the
Spirit. The converts to the gospel were "of one heart and of one soul." One common

interest controlled them--the success of the mission entrusted to
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them; and covetousness had no place in their lives. Their love for their brethren and the
cause they had espoused, was greater than their love of money and possessions. Their
works testified that they accounted the souls of men of higher value them earthly
wealth.

Thus it will ever be when the Spirit of God takes possession of the life. Those
whose hearts are filled with the love of Christ, will follow the example of Him who for our
sake became poor, that through His poverty we might be made rich. Money, time,
influence--all the gifts they have received from God's hand, they will value only as a
means of advancing the work of the gospel. Thus it was in the early church; and when
in the church of today it is seen that by the power of the Spirit the members have taken
their affections from the things of the world, and that they are willing to make sacrifices
in order that their fellow men may hear the gospel, the truths proclaimed will have a
powerful influence upon the hearers.

In sharp contrast to the example of benevolence shown by the believers, was the
conduct of Ananias and Sapphira, whose experience, traced by the pen of Inspiration,
has left a dark stain upon the history of the early church. With others, these professed
disciples had shared the privilege of hearing the gospel preached by the apostles. They
had been present with other believers when, after the apostles had prayed, "the place
was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost." Acts 4:31. Deep conviction had rested upon all present, and under the direct

influence of the Spirit of God,
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Ananias and Sapphira had made a pledge to give to the Lord the proceeds from the
sale of certain property.

Afterward, Ananias and Sapphira grieved the Holy Spirit by yielding to feelings of
covetousness. They began to regret their promise and soon lost the sweet influence of
the blessing that had warmed their hearts with a desire to do large things in behalf of
the cause of Christ. They thought they had been too hasty, that they ought to reconsider
their decision. They talked the matter over, and decided not to fulfill their pledge. They



saw, however, that those who parted with their possessions to supply the needs of their
poorer brethren, were held in high esteem among the believers; and ashamed to have
their brethren know that their selfish souls grudged that which they had solemnly
dedicated to God, they deliberately decided to sell their property and pretend to give all
the proceeds into the general fund, but really to keep a large share for themselves.
Thus they would secure their living from the common store and at the same time gain
the high esteem of their brethren.

But God hates hypocrisy and falsehood. Ananias and Sapphira practiced fraud in
their dealing with God; they lied to the Holy Spirit, and their sin was visited with swift
and terrible judgment. When Ananias came with his offering, Peter said: "Ananias, why
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price
of the land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in
thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied

unto men, but unto God."
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"Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear
came on all them that heard these things."

"Whiles it remained, was it not thine own?" Peter asked. No undue influence had
been brought to bear upon Ananias to compel him to sacrifice his possessions to the
general good. He had acted from choice. But in attempting to deceive the disciples, he
had lied to the Almighty.

"It was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was
done, came in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so
much? And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have
agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have
buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she down
straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and
found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband. And great fear came
upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things."

Infinite Wisdom saw that this signal manifestation of the wrath of God was
necessary to guard the young church from becoming demoralized. Their numbers were
rapidly increasing. The church would have been endangered if, in the rapid increase of
converts, men and women had been added who, while professing to serve God, were
worshiping mammon. This judgment testified that men cannot deceive God, that He
detects the hidden sin of the heart, and that He will not be mocked. It was designed as a

warning to
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the church, to lead them to avoid pretense and hypocrisy, and to beware of robbing
God.

Not to the early church only, but to all future generations, this example of God's
hatred of covetousness, fraud, and hypocrisy, was given as a danger-signal. It was
covetousness that Ananias and Sapphira had first cherished. The desire to retain for
themselves a part of that which they had promised to the Lord, led them into fraud and
hypocrisy.

God has made the proclamation of the gospel dependent upon the labors and the
gifts of His people. Voluntary offerings and the tithe constitute the revenue of the Lord's



work. Of the means entrusted to man, God claims a certain portion,--the tenth. He
leaves all free to say whether or not they will give more than this. But when the heart is
stirred by the influence of the Holy Spirit, and a vow is made to give a certain amount,
the one who vows has no longer any right to the consecrated portion. Promises of this
kind made to men would be looked upon as binding; are those not more binding that are
made to God? Are promises tried in the court of conscience less binding than written
agreements of men?

When divine light is shining into the heart with unusual clearness and power,
habitual selfishness relaxes its grasp and there is a disposition to give to the cause of
God. But none need think that they will be allowed to fulfill the promises then made,
without a protest on the part of Satan. He is not pleased to see the Redeemer's

kingdom on earth built up. He suggests that the pledge made was too much,
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that it may cripple them in their efforts to acquire property or gratify the desires of their
families.

It is God who blesses men with property, and He does this that they may be able to
give toward the advancement of His cause. He sends the sunshine and the rain. He
causes vegetation to flourish. He gives health and the ability to acquire means. All our
blessings come from His bountiful hand. In turn, He would have men and women show
their gratitude by returning Him a portion in tithes and offerings--in thank offerings, in
freewill offerings, in trespass offerings. Should means flow into the treasury in
accordance with this divinely appointed plan,--a tenth of all the increase, and liberal
offerings,--there would be an abundance for the advancement of the Lord's work.

But the hearts of men become hardened through selfishness, and, like Ananias
and Sapphira, they are tempted to withhold part of the price, while pretending to fulfill
God's requirements. Many spend money lavishly in self-gratification. Men and women
consult their pleasure and gratify their taste, while they bring to God, almost unwillingly,
a stinted offering. They forget that God will one day demand a strict account of how His
goods have been used, and that He will no more accept the pittance they hand into the
treasury than He accepted the offering of Ananias and Sapphira.

From the stern punishment meted out to those perjurers, God would have us
learn also how deep is His hatred and contempt for all hypocrisy and deception. In

pretending
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that they had given all, Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit, and, as a result,
they lost this life and the life that is to come. The same God who punished them, today
condemns all falsehood. Lying lips are an abomination to Him. He declares that into the
Holy City "there shall in no wise enter . . . anything that defileth, neither whatsoever
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie." Revelation 21:27. Let truth telling be held with no
loose hand or uncertain grasp. Let it become a part of the life. Playing fast and loose
with truth, and dissembling to suit one's own selfish plans, means shipwreck of faith.
"Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth.” Ephesians 6:14. He who utters
untruths sells his soul in a cheap market. His falsehoods may seem to serve in
emergencies; he may thus seem to make business advancement that he could not gain
by fair dealing; but he finally reaches the place where he can trust no one. Himself a
falsifier, he has no confidence in the word of others.



In the case of Ananias and Sapphira, the sin of fraud against God was speedily
punished. The same sin was often repeated in the after history of the church and is
committed by many in our time. But though it may not be attended by the visible
manifestation of God's displeasure, it is no less heinous in His sight now than in the
apostles' time. The warning has been given; God has clearly manifested His abhorrence
of this sin; and all who give themselves up to hypocrisy and covetousness may be sure
that they are destroying their own souls.

Chap. 8 - Before the Sanhedrin

It was the cross, that instrument of shame and torture, which brought hope and
salvation to the world. The disciples were but humble men, without wealth, and with no
weapon but the word of God; yet in Christ's strength they went forth to tell the wonderful
story of the manger and the cross, and to triumph over all opposition. Without earthly
honor or recognition, they were heroes of faith. From their lips came words of divine
eloquence that shook the world.

In Jerusalem, where the deepest prejudice existed, and where the most confused
ideas prevailed in regard to Him who had been crucified as a malefactor, the disciples
continued to speak with boldness the words of life, setting before the Jews the work and
mission of Christ, His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. Priests and rulers heard
with amazement the clear, bold testimony of the apostles. The power of the risen

Saviour had indeed fallen on the
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disciples, and their work was accompanied by signs and miracles that daily increased
the number of believers. Along the streets where the disciples were to pass, the people
laid their sick "on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by
might overshadow some of them." Here also were brought those vexed with unclean
spirits. The crowds gathered round them, and those who were healed shouted the
praises of God and glorified the name of the Redeemer.

The priests and rulers saw that Christ was extolled above them. As the
Sadducees, who did not believe in a resurrection, heard the apostles declaring that
Christ had risen from the dead, they were enraged, realizing that if the apostles were
allowed to preach a risen Saviour, and to work miracles in His name, the doctrine that
there would be no resurrection would be rejected by all, and the sect of the Sadducees
would soon become extinct. The Pharisees were angry as they perceived that the
tendency of the disciples' teaching was to undermine the Jewish ceremonies, and make
the sacrificial offerings of no effect.

Hitherto all the efforts made to suppress this new teaching had been in vain; but
now both Sadducees and Pharisees determined that the work of the disciples should be
stopped, for it was proving them guilty of the death of Jesus. Filled with indignation, the
priests laid violent hands on Peter and John, and put them in the common prison.

The leaders in the Jewish nation had signally failed of fulfilling God's purpose for

His chosen people. Those
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whom the Lord had made the depositaries of truth had proved unfaithful to their trust,
and God chose others to do His work. In their blindness these leaders now gave full
sway to what they called righteous indignation against the ones who were setting aside



their cherished doctrines. They would not admit even the possibility that they
themselves did not rightly understand the word, or that they had misinterpreted or
misapplied the Scriptures. They acted like men who had lost their reason. What right
have these teachers, they said, some of them mere fishermen, to present ideas contrary
to the doctrines that we have taught the people? Being determined to suppress the
teaching of these ideas, they imprisoned those who were presenting them.

The disciples were not intimidated or cast down by this treatment. The Holy Spirit
brought to their minds the words spoken by Christ: "The servant is not greater than his
lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept My
saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for My
name's sake, because they know not Him that sent Me." "They shall put you out of the
synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth
God service." "These things have | told you, that when the time shall come, ye may
remember that | told you of them." John 15:20, 21; 16:2, 4.

The God of heaven, the mighty Ruler of the universe, took the matter of the
imprisonment of the disciples into His own hands, for men were warring against His
work. By night
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the angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and said to the disciples, "Go, stand and
speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life." This command was directly
contrary to the order given by the Jewish rulers; but did the apostles say, We cannot do
this until we have consulted the magistrates and received permission from them? No;
God had said, "Go," and they obeyed. "They entered into the temple early in the
morning, and taught.”

When Peter and John appeared among the believers and recounted how the angel
had led them directly through the band of soldiers guarding the prison, bidding them
resume the work that had been interrupted, the brethren were filled with amazement
and joy.

In the meantime the high priest and those with him had "called the council
together, and all the senate of the children of Israel.” The priests and rulers had decided
to fix upon the disciples the charge of insurrection, to accuse them of murdering
Ananias and Sapphira, and of conspiring to deprive the priests of their authority. They
hoped so to excite the mob that it would take the matter in hand and deal with the
disciples as it had dealt with Jesus. They were aware that many who did not accept the
teachings of Christ were weary of the arbitrary rule of the Jewish authorities and
anxious for some change. The priests feared that if these dissatisfied ones were to
accept the truths proclaimed by the apostles, and were to acknowledge Jesus as the
Messiah, the anger of the entire people would be raised against the religious leaders,
who would then be made to answer
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for the murder of Christ. They decided to take strong measures to prevent this.

When they sent for the prisoners to be brought before them, great was their
amazement at the word brought back that the prison doors were found to be securely
bolted and the guard stationed before them, but that the prisoners were nowhere to be
found.

Soon the astonishing report came, "Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are
standing in the temple, and teaching the people. Then went the captain with the officers,



and brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have
been stoned.”

Although the apostles were miraculously delivered from prison, they were not safe
from examination and punishment. Christ had said when He was with them, "Take heed
to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils." Mark 13:9. By sending an angel
to deliver them, God had given them a token of His love and an assurance of His
presence. It was now their part to suffer for the sake of the One whose gospel they were
preaching.

In the history of prophets and apostles, are many noble examples of loyalty to God.
Christ's witnesses have endured imprisonment, torture, and death itself, rather than
break God's commands. The record left by Peter and John is as heroic as any in the
gospel dispensation. As they stood for the second time before the men who seemed
bent on their destruction, no fear or hesitation could be discerned in their words or
attitude. And when the high priest said, "Did we not straitly command you that ye should

not teach in
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this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring
this Man's blood upon us," Peter answered, "We ought to obey God rather than men." It
was an angel from heaven who delivered them from prison and bade them teach in the
temple. In following his directions they were obeying the divine command, and this they
must continue to do at whatever cost to themselves.

Then the Spirit of Inspiration came upon the disciples; the accused became the
accusers, charging the murder of Christ upon those who composed the council. "The
God of our fathers raised up Jesus," Peter declared, "whom ye slew and hanged on a
tree. Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we are His witnesses of these things;
and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey Him."

So enraged were the Jews at these words that they decided to take the law into
their own hands and without further trial, or without authority from the Roman officers, to
put the prisoners to death. Already guilty of the blood of Christ, they were now eager to
stain their hands with the blood of His disciples.

But in the council there was one man who recognized the voice of God in the
words spoken by the disciples. This was Gamaliel, a Pharisee of good reputation and a
man of learning and high position. His clear intellect saw that the violent step
contemplated by the priests would lead to terrible consequences. Before addressing

those present, he
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requested that the prisoners be removed. He well knew the elements he had to deal
with; he knew that the murderers of Christ would hesitate at nothing in order to carry out
their purpose.

He then spoke with great deliberation and calmness, saying: "Ye men of Israel,
take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. For before these
days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men,
about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him,
were scattered, and brought to nought. After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the
days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all,
even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. And now | say unto you, Refrain from



these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to
nought: but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight
against God."

The priests saw the reasonableness of these views, and were obliged to agree
with Gamaliel. Yet their prejudice and hatred could hardly be restrained. Very
reluctantly, after beating the disciples and charging them again at the peril of their lives
to preach no more in the name of Jesus, they released them. "And they departed from
the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for
His name. And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and

preach Jesus Christ."
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Shortly before His crucifixion Christ had bequeathed to His disciples a legacy of
peace. "Peace | leave with you," He said, "My peace | give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John
14:27. This peace is not the peace that comes through conformity to the world. Christ
never purchased peace by compromise with evil. The peace that Christ left His disciples
is internal rather than external and was ever to remain with His witnesses through strife
and contention.

Christ said of Himself, "Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: | came
not to send peace, but a sword." Matthew 10:34. The Prince of Peace, He was yet the
cause of division. He who came to proclaim glad tidings and to create hope and joy in
the hearts of the children of men, opened a controversy that burns deep and arouses
intense passion in the human heart. And He warns His followers, "In the world ye shall
have tribulation.” "They shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you
up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for My
name's sake." "Ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and
friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death.” John 16:33; Luke 21:12,
16.

This prophecy has been fulfilled in a marked manner. Every indignity, reproach,
and cruelty that Satan could instigate human hearts to devise, has been visited upon
the followers of Jesus. And it will be again fulfilled in a marked manner; for the carnal

heart is still at enmity with the law of
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God, and will not be subject to its commands. The world is no more in harmony with the
principles of Christ today than it was in the days of the apostles. The same hatred that
prompted the cry, "Crucify Him! crucify Him!" the same hatred that led to the
persecution of the disciples, still works in the children of disobedience. The same spirit
which in the Dark Ages consigned men and women to prison, to exile, and to death,
which conceived the exquisite torture of the Inquisition, which planned and executed the
Massacre of St. Bartholomew, and which kindled the fires of Smithfield, is still at work
with malignant energy in unregenerate hearts. The history of truth has ever been the
record of a struggle between right and wrong. The proclamation of the gospel has ever
been carried forward in this world in the face of opposition, peril, loss, and suffering.
What was the strength of those who in the past have suffered persecution for
Christ's sake? It was union with God, union with the Holy Spirit, union with Christ.
Reproach and persecution have separated many from earthly friends, but never from



the love of Christ. Never is the tempest-tried soul more dearly loved by His Saviour than
when he is suffering reproach for the truth's sake. "I will love him," Christ said, "and will
manifest Myself to him." John 14:21. When for the truth's sake the believer stands at the
bar of earthly tribunals, Christ stands by his side. When he is confined within prison
walls, Christ manifests Himself to him and cheers his heart with His love. When he
suffers death for Christ's sake, the Saviour says to him, They may kill the body, but they

cannot hurt the soul. "Be of good cheer; |
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have overcome the world." "Fear thou not; for | am with thee: be not dismayed; for | am
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, | will help thee; yea, | will uphold thee with the right
hand of My righteousness."” John 16:33; Isaiah 41:10.

"They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but
abideth forever. As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round
about His people from henceforth even forever." "He shall redeem their soul from deceit
and violence: and precious shall their blood be in His sight." Psalm 125:1-3; 72:14.

"The Lord of hosts shall defend them; . . . the Lord their God shall save them in
that day as the flock of His people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up
as an ensign upon His land." Zechariah 9:15, 16.

Chap. 9 - The Seven Deacons

"In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected
in the daily ministration.”

The early church was made up of many classes of people, of various nationalities.
At the time of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, "there were dwelling at
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven." Acts 2:5. Among
those of the Hebrew faith who were gathered at Jerusalem were some commonly
known as Grecians, between whom and the Jews of Palestine there had long existed
distrust and even antagonism.

The hearts of those who had been converted under the labors of the apostles,
were softened and united by Christian love. Despite former prejudices, all were in

harmony with one another. Satan knew that so long as this union continued
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to exist, he would be powerless to check the progress of gospel truth; and he sought to
take advantage of former habits of thought, in the hope that thereby he might be able to
introduce into the church elements of disunion.

Thus it came to pass that as disciples were multiplied, the enemy succeeded in
arousing the suspicions of some who had formerly been in the habit of looking with
jealousy on their brethren in the faith and of finding fault with their spiritual leaders, and
so "there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews." The cause of
complaint was an alleged neglect of the Greek widows in the daily distribution of
assistance. Any inequality would have been contrary to the spirit of the gospel, yet
Satan had succeeded in arousing suspicion. Prompt measures must now be taken to
remove all occasion for dissatisfaction, lest the enemy triumph in his effort to bring
about a division among the believers.



The disciples of Jesus had reached a crisis in their experience. Under the wise
leadership of the apostles, who labored unitedly in the power of the Holy Spirit, the work
committed to the gospel messengers was developing rapidly. The church was
continually enlarging, and this growth in membership brought increasingly heavy
burdens upon those in charge. No one man, or even one set of men, could continue to
bear these burdens alone, without imperiling the future prosperity of the church. There
was necessity for a further distribution of the responsibilities which had been borne so
faithfully by a few during the earlier days of the church. The apostles must now take an
important step in
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the perfecting of gospel order in the church by laying upon others some of the burdens
thus far borne by themselves.

Summoning a meeting of the believers, the apostles were led by the Holy Spirit to
outline a plan for the better organization of all the working forces of the church. The time
had come, the apostles stated, when the spiritual leaders having the oversight of the
church should be relieved from the task of distributing to the poor and from similar
burdens, so that they might be free to carry forward the work of preaching the gospel.
"Wherefore, brethren,” they said, "look ye out among you seven men of honest report,
full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will
give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word." This advice was
followed, and by prayer and the laying on of hands, seven chosen men were solemnly
set apart for their duties as deacons.

The appointment of the seven to take the oversight of special lines of work, proved
a great blessing to the church. These officers gave careful consideration to individual
needs as well as to the general financial interests of the church, and by their prudent
management and their godly example they were an important aid to their fellow officers
in binding together the various interests of the church into a united whole.

That this step was in the order of God, is revealed in the immediate results for
good that were seen. "The word of God increased; and the number of the disciples

multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests
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were obedient to the faith." This ingathering of souls was due both to the greater
freedom secured by the apostles and to the zeal and power shown by the seven
deacons. The fact that these brethren had been ordained for the special work of looking
after the needs of the poor, did not exclude them from teaching the faith. On the
contrary, they were fully qualified to instruct others in the truth, and they engaged in the
work with great earnestness and success.

To the early church had been entrusted a constantly enlarging work--that of
establishing centers of light and blessing wherever there were honest souls willing to
give themselves to the service of Christ. The proclamation of the gospel was to be
world-wide in its extent, and the messengers of the cross could not hope to fulfill their
important mission unless they should remain united in the bonds of Christian unity, and
thus reveal to the world that they were one with Christ in God. Had not their divine
Leader prayed to the Father, "Keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast
given Me, that they may be one, as We are"? And had He not declared of His disciples,
"The world hath hated them, because they are not of the world"? Had He not pleaded
with the Father that they might be "made perfect in one," "that the world may believe



that Thou hast sent Me"? John 17:11, 14, 23, 21. Their spiritual life and power was
dependent on a close connection with the One by whom they had been commissioned
to preach the gospel.

Only as they were united with Christ could the disciples hope to have the
accompanying power of the Holy Spirit and
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the co-operation of angels of heaven. With the help of these divine agencies they would
present before the world a united front and would be victorious in the conflict they were
compelled to wage unceasingly against the powers of darkness. As they should
continue to labor unitedly, heavenly messengers would go before them, opening the
way; hearts would be prepared for the reception of truth, and many would be won to
Christ. So long as they remained united, the church would go forth "fair as the moon,
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.” Song of Solomon 6:10. Nothing
could withstand her onward progress. The church would advance from victory to victory,
gloriously fulfilling her divine mission of proclaiming the gospel to the world.

The organization of the church at Jerusalem was to serve as a model for the
organization of churches in every other place where messengers of truth should win
converts to the gospel. Those to whom was given the responsibility of the general
oversight of the church were not to lord it over God's heritage, but, as wise shepherds,
were to "feed the flock of God, . . . being ensamples to the flock" (1 Peter 5:2, 3); and
the deacons were to be "men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom."
These men were to take their position unitedly on the side of right and to maintain it with
firmness and decision. Thus they would have a uniting influence upon the entire flock.

Later in the history of the early church, when in various parts of the world many
groups of believers had been formed into churches, the organization of the church was
further
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perfected, so that order and harmonious action might be maintained. Every member
was exhorted to act well his part. Each was to make a wise use of the talents entrusted
to him. Some were endowed by the Holy Spirit with special gifts--"first apostles,
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
governments, diversities of tongues.” 1 Corinthians 12:28. But all these classes of
workers were to labor in harmony.

"There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of
administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the
same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every
man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the
word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the
gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another
the interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit,
dividing to every man severally as He will. For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is
Christ." 1 Corinthians 12:4-12.

Solemn are the responsibilities resting upon those who are called to act as leaders
in the church of God on earth. In the days of the theocracy, when Moses was
endeavoring to carry alone burdens so heavy that he would soon have
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worn away under them, he was counseled by Jethro to plan for a wise distribution of
responsibilities. "Be thou for the people to Godward," Jethro advised, "that thou mayest
bring the causes unto God: and thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt
show them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do." Jethro
further advised that men be appointed to act as "rulers of thousands, and rulers of
hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.” These were to be "able men, such as fear
God, men of truth, hating covetousness." They were to "judge the people at all
seasons," thus relieving Moses of the wearing responsibility of giving consideration to
many minor matters that could be dealt with wisely by consecrated helpers.

The time and strength of those who in the providence of God have been placed in
leading positions of responsibility in the church, should be spent in dealing with the
weightier matters demanding special wisdom and largeness of heart. It is not in the
order of God that such men should be appealed to for the adjustment of minor matters
that others are well qualified to handle. "Every great matter they shall bring unto thee,"
Jethro proposed to Moses, "but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier
for thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee. If thou shalt do this thing, and God
command thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to
their place in peace."

In harmony with this plan, "Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them
heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and

rulers
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of tens. And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought unto
Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves." Exodus 18:19-26.

Later, when choosing seventy elders to share with him the responsibilities of
leadership, Moses was careful to select, as his helpers, men possessing dignity, sound
judgment, and experience. In his charge to these elders at the time of their ordination,
he outlined some of the qualifications that fit a man to be a wise ruler in the church.
"Hear the causes between your brethren," said Moses, "and judge righteously between
every man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him. Ye shall not respect
persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be
afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God's." Deuteronomy 1:16, 17.

King David, toward the close of his reign, delivered a solemn charge to those
bearing the burden of the work of God in his day. Summoning to Jerusalem "all the
princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the captains of the companies that
ministered to the king by course, and the captains over the thousands, and captains
over the hundreds, and the stewards over all the substance and possession of the king,
and of his sons, with the officers, and with the mighty men, and with all the valiant men,
the aged king solemnly charged them, "in the sight of all Israel the congregation of the
Lord, and in the audience of our God," to "keep and seek for all the commandments of
the Lord your God." 1 Chronicles 28:1, 8.
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To Solomon, as one called to occupy a position of leading responsibility, David
gave a special charge: "Thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and
serve Him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts,



and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek Him, He will be
found of thee; but if thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off forever. Take heed now; for
the Lord hath chosen thee: . . . be strong." 1 Chronicles 28:9, 10.

The same principles of piety and justice that were to guide the rulers among God's
people in the time of Moses and of David, were also to be followed by those given the
oversight of the newly organized church of God in the gospel dispensation. In the work
of setting things in order in all the churches, and ordaining suitable men to act as
officers, the apostles held to the high standards of leadership outlined in the Old
Testament Scriptures. They maintained that he who is called to stand in a position of
leading responsibility in the church "must be blameless, as the steward of God; not
self-willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; but a
lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; holding fast the
faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to
exhort and to convince the gainsayers." Titus 1:7-9.

The order that was maintained in the early Christian church made it possible for

them to move forward solidly as a well-disciplined army clad with the armor of God. The
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companies of believers, though scattered over a large territory, were all members of one
body; all moved in concert and in harmony with one another. When dissension arose in
a local church, as later it did arise in Antioch and elsewhere, and the believers were
unable to come to an agreement among themselves, such matters were not permitted
to create a division in the church, but were referred to a general council of the entire
body of believers, made up of appointed delegates from the various local churches, with
the apostles and elders in positions of leading responsibility. Thus the efforts of Satan to
attack the church in isolated places were met by concerted action on the part of all, and
the plans of the enemy to disrupt and destroy were thwarted.

"God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."
1 Corinthians 14:33. He requires that order and system be observed in the conduct of
church affairs today no less than in the days of old. He desires His work to be carried
forward with thoroughness and exactness so that He may place upon it the seal of His
approval. Christian is to be united with Christian, church with church, the human
instrumentality co-operating with the divine, every agency subordinate to the Holy Spirit,
and all combined in giving to the world the good tidings of the grace of God.

Chap. 10 - The First Christian Martyr

Stephen, the foremost of the seven deacons, was a man of deep piety and broad
faith. Though a Jew by birth, he spoke the Greek language and was familiar with the
customs and manners of the Greeks. He therefore found opportunity to preach the
gospel in the synagogues of the Greek Jews. He was very active in the cause of Christ
and boldly proclaimed his faith. Learned rabbis and doctors of the law engaged in public
discussion with him, confidently expecting an easy victory. But "they were not able to
resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.” Not only did he speak in the power
of the Holy Spirit, but it was plain that he was a student of the prophecies and learned in
all matters of the law. He ably defended the truths that he advocated and utterly
defeated his opponents. To him was the promise fulfilled, "Settle it therefore in your
hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: for | will give
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you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor
resist." Luke 21:14, 15.

As the priests and rulers saw the power that attended the preaching of Stephen,
they were filled with bitter hatred. Instead of yielding to the evidence that he presented,
they determined to silence his voice by putting him to death. On several occasions they
had bribed the Roman authorities to pass over without comment instances where the
Jews had taken the law into their own hands and had tried, condemned, and executed
prisoners in accordance with their national custom. The enemies of Stephen did not
doubt that they could again pursue such a course without danger to themselves. They
determined to risk the consequences and therefore seized Stephen and brought him
before the Sanhedrin council for trial.

Learned Jews from the surrounding countries were summoned for the purpose of
refuting the arguments of the prisoner. Saul of Tarsus was present and took a leading
part against Stephen. He brought the weight of eloquence and the logic of the rabbis to
bear upon the case, to convince the people that Stephen was preaching delusive and
dangerous doctrines; but in Stephen he met one who had a full understanding of the
purpose of God in the spreading of the gospel to other nations.

Because the priests and rulers could not prevail against the clear, calm wisdom of
Stephen, they determined to make an example of him; and while thus satisfying their
revengeful hatred, they would prevent others, through fear, from adopting his belief.

Witnesses were hired to bear false testimony
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that they had heard him speak blasphemous words against the temple and the law. "We
have heard him say," these withesses declared, "that this Jesus of Nazareth shall
destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us."”

As Stephen stood face to face with his judges to answer to the charge of
blasphemy, a holy radiance shone upon his countenance, and "all that sat in the
council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.”
Many who beheld this light trembled and veiled their faces, but the stubborn unbelief
and prejudice of the rulers did not waver.

When Stephen was questioned as to the truth of the charges against him, he
began his defense in a clear, thrilling voice, which rang through the council hall. In
words that held the assembly spellbound, he proceeded to rehearse the history of the
chosen people of God. He showed a thorough knowledge of the Jewish economy and
the spiritual interpretation of it now made manifest through Christ. He repeated the
words of Moses that foretold of the Messiah: "A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; Him shall ye hear.”" He made plain his own
loyalty to God and to the Jewish faith, while he showed that the law in which the Jews
trusted for salvation had not been able to save Israel from idolatry. He connected Jesus
Christ with all the Jewish history. He referred to the building of the temple by Solomon,
and to the words of both Solomon and Isaiah: "Howbeit the Most High dwelleth not in

temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is
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My throne, and earth is My footstool: what house will ye build Me? saith the Lord: or
what is the place of My rest? Hath not My hand made all these things?"



When Stephen reached this point, there was a tumult among the people. When he
connected Christ with the prophecies and spoke as he did of the temple, the priest,
pretending to be horror-stricken, rent his robe. To Stephen this act was a signal that his
voice would soon be silenced forever. He saw the resistance that met his words and
knew that he was giving his last testimony. Although in the midst of his sermon, he
abruptly concluded it.

Suddenly breaking away from the train of history that he was following, and turning
upon his infuriated judges, he cried: "Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the
prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which showed
before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and
murderers: who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept
it."

At this, priests and rulers were beside themselves with anger. Acting more like
beasts of prey than human beings, they rushed upon Stephen, gnashing their teeth. In
the cruel faces about him the prisoner read his fate; but he did not waver. For him the
fear of death was gone. For him the enraged priests and the excited mob had no terror.
The scene before him faded from his vision. To him the gates of heaven were ajar, and,
looking in, he saw the glory of the courts of God, and Christ, as if just risen from His
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throne, standing ready to sustain His servant. In words of triumph Stephen exclaimed,
"Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of
God."

As he described the glorious scene upon which his eyes were gazing, it was more
than his persecutors could endure. Stopping their ears, that they might not hear his
words, and uttering loud cries, they ran furiously upon him with one accord "and cast
him out of the city." "And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not
this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep."

No legal sentence had been passed upon Stephen, but the Roman authorities
were bribed by large sums of money to make no investigation into the case.

The martyrdom of Stephen made a deep impression upon all who witnessed it.
The memory of the signet of God upon his face; his words, which touched the very
souls of those who heard them, remained in the minds of the beholders, and testified to
the truth of that which he had proclaimed. His death was a sore trial to the church, but it
resulted in the conviction of Saul, who could not efface from his memory the faith and
constancy of the martyr, and the glory that had rested on his countenance.

At the scene of Stephen's trial and death, Saul had seemed to be imbued with a
frenzied zeal. Afterward he was angered by his own secret conviction that Stephen had

been honored by God at the very time when he was dishonored
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by men. Saul continued to persecute the church of God, hunting them down, seizing
them in their houses, and delivering them up to the priests and rulers for imprisonment
and death. His zeal in carrying forward this persecution brought terror to the Christians
at Jerusalem. The Roman authorities made no special effort to stay the cruel work and
secretly aided the Jews in order to conciliate them and to secure their favor.



After the death of Stephen, Saul was elected a member of the Sanhedrin council in
consideration of the part he had acted on that occasion. For a time he was a mighty
instrument in the hands of Satan to carry out his rebellion against the Son of God. But
soon this relentless persecutor was to be employed in building up the church that he
was now tearing down. A Mightier than Satan had chosen Saul to take the place of the
martyred Stephen, to preach and suffer for His name, and to spread far and wide the
tidings of salvation through His blood.

Chap. 11 - The Gospel in Samaria

After the death of Stephen there arose against the believers in Jerusalem a
persecution so relentless that "they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria." Saul "made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and
haling men and women committed them to prison."” Of his zeal in this cruel work he said
at a later date: "I verily thought with myself, that | ought to do many things contrary to
the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing | also did in Jerusalem: and many of the
saints did | shut up in prison. . .. And | punished them oft in every synagogue, and
compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, | persecuted
them even unto strange cities." That Stephen was not the only one who suffered death
may be seen from Saul's own words, "And when they were put to death, | gave my

voice against them." Acts 26:9-11.
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At this time of peril Nicodemus came forward in fearless avowal of his faith in the
crucified Saviour. Nicodemus was a member of the Sanhedrin and with others had been
stirred by the teaching of Jesus. As he had witnessed Christ's wonderful works, the
conviction had fastened itself upon his mind that this was the Sent of God. Too proud
openly to acknowledge himself in sympathy with the Galilean Teacher, he had sought a
secret interview. In this interview Jesus had unfolded to him the plan of salvation and
His mission to the world, yet still Nicodemus had hesitated. He hid the truth in his heart,
and for three years there was little apparent fruit. But while Nicodemus had not publicly
acknowledged Christ, he had in the Sanhedrin council repeatedly thwarted the schemes
of the priests to destroy Him. When at last Christ had been lifted up on the cross,
Nicodemus remembered the words that He had spoken to him in the night interview on
the Mount of Olives, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of man be lifted up" (John 3:14); and he saw in Jesus the world's Redeemer.

With Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus had borne the expense of the burial of
Jesus. The disciples had been afraid to show themselves openly as Christ's followers,
but Nicodemus and Joseph had come boldly to their aid. The help of these rich and
honored men was greatly needed in that hour of darkness. They had been able to do for
their dead Master what it would have been impossible for the poor disciples to do; and
their wealth and influence had protected them, in a great measure, from the malice of

the priests and rulers.
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Now, when the Jews were trying to destroy the infant church, Nicodemus came
forward in its defense. No longer cautious and questioning, he encouraged the faith of



the disciples and used his wealth in helping to sustain the church at Jerusalem and in
advancing the work of the gospel. Those who in other days had paid him reverence,
now scorned and persecuted him, and he became poor in this world's goods; yet he
faltered not in the defense of his faith.

The persecution that came upon the church in Jerusalem resulted in giving a great
impetus to the work of the gospel. Success had attended the ministry of the word in that
place, and there was danger that the disciples would linger there too long, unmindful of
the Saviour's commission to go to all the world. Forgetting that strength to resist evil is
best gained by aggressive service, they began to think that they had no work so
important as that of shielding the church in Jerusalem from the attacks of the enemy.
Instead of educating the new converts to carry the gospel to those who had not heard it,
they were in danger of taking a course that would lead all to be satisfied with what had
been accomplished. To scatter His representatives abroad, where they could work for
others, God permitted persecution to come upon them. Driven from Jerusalem, the
believers "went everywhere preaching the word."

Among those to whom the Saviour had given the commission, "Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations" (Matthew 28:19), were many from the humbler walks of life--men
and women who had learned to love their Lord and who had determined to follow His

example of unselfish service.
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To these lowly ones, as well as to the disciples who had been with the Saviour during
His earthly ministry, had been given a precious trust. They were to carry to the world the
glad tidings of salvation through Christ.

When they were scattered by persecution they went forth filled with missionary
zeal. They realized the responsibility of their mission. They knew that they held in their
hands the bread of life for a famishing world; and they were constrained by the love of
Christ to break this bread to all who were in need. The Lord wrought through them.
Wherever they went, the sick were healed and the poor had the gospel preached unto
them.

Philip, one of the seven deacons, was among those driven from Jerusalem. He
"went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. And the people with
one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the
miracles which he did. For unclean spirits . . . came out of many that were possessed
with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. And there
was great joy in that city."

Christ's message to the Samaritan woman with whom He had talked at Jacob's
well had borne fruit. After listening to His words, the woman had gone to the men of the
city, saying, "Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever | did: is not this the
Christ? They went with her, heard Jesus, and believed on Him. Anxious to hear more,
they begged Him to remain. For two days He stayed with them, "and many more
believed because of His own word." John 4:29, 41.

And when His disciples were driven from Jerusalem,
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some found in Samaria a safe asylum. The Samaritans welcomed these messengers of
the gospel, and the Jewish converts gathered a precious harvest from among those
who had once been their bitterest enemies.



Philip's work in Samaria was marked with great success, and, thus encouraged, he
sent to Jerusalem for help. The apostles now perceived more fully the meaning of the
words of Christ, "Ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Acts 1:8.

While Philip was still in Samaria, he was directed by a heavenly messenger to "go
toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza. . . . And he
arose and went." He did not question the call, nor did he hesitate to obey; for he had
learned the lesson of conformity to God's will.

"And, behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace queen
of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem
for to worship, was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.” This
Ethiopian was a man of good standing and of wide influence. God saw that when
converted he would give others the light he had received and would exert a strong
influence in favor of the gospel. Angels of God were attending this seeker for light, and
he was being drawn to the Saviour. By the ministration of the Holy Spirit the Lord
brought him into touch with one who could lead him to the light.

Philip was directed to go to the Ethiopian and explain to him the prophecy that he

was reading. "Go near," the
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Spirit said, "and join thyself to this chariot." As Philip drew near, he asked the eunuch,
"Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can |, except some man
should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him." The
scripture that he was reading was the prophecy of Isaiah relating to Christ: "He was led
as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened He not
His mouth: in His humiliation His judgment was taken away: and who shall declare His
generation? for His life is taken from the earth."

"Of whom speaketh the prophet this?" the eunuch asked, "of himself, or of some
other man?" Then Philip opened to him the great truth of redemption. Beginning at the
same scripture, he "preached unto him Jesus."

The man's heart thrilled with interest as the Scriptures were explained to him; and
when the disciple had finished, he was ready to accept the light given. He did not make
his high worldly position an excuse for refusing the gospel. "As they went on their way,
they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth
hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said, | believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And
he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both
Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

"And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away
Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip
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was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to
Caesarea."

This Ethiopian represented a large class who need to be taught by such
missionaries as Philip--men who will hear the voice of God and go where He sends
them. There are many who are reading the Scriptures who cannot understand their true
import. All over the world men and women are looking wistfully to heaven. Prayers and



tears and inquiries go up from souls longing for light, for grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many
are on the verge of the kingdom, waiting only to be gathered in.

An angel guided Philip to the one who was seeking for light and who was ready to
receive the gospel, and today angels will guide the footsteps of those workers who will
allow the Holy Spirit to sanctify their tongues and refine and ennoble their hearts. The
angel sent to Philip could himself have done the work for the Ethiopian, but this is not
God's way of working. It is His plan that men are to work for their fellow men.

In the trust given to the first disciples, believers in every age have shared.
Everyone who has received the gospel has been given sacred truth to impart to the
world. God's faithful people have always been aggressive missionaries, consecrating
their resources to the honor of His name and wisely using their talents in His service.

The unselfish labor of Christians in the past should be to us an object lesson and
an inspiration. The members of God's church are to be zealous of good works,

separating from worldly ambition and walking in the footsteps of Him
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who went about doing good. With hearts filled with sympathy and compassion, they are
to minister to those in need of help, bringing to sinners a knowledge of the Saviour's
love. Such work calls for laborious effort, but it brings a rich reward. Those who engage
in it with sincerity of purpose will see souls won to the Saviour, for the influence that
attends the practical carrying out of the divine commission is irresistible.

Not upon the ordained minister only rests the responsibility of going forth to fulfill
this commission. Everyone who has received Christ is called to work for the salvation of
his fellow men. "The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come." Revelation 22:17. The charge to give this invitation includes the entire church.
Everyone who has heard the invitation is to echo the message from hill and valley,
saying, "Come."

It is fatal mistake to suppose that the work of soul-saving depends alone upon the
ministry. The humble, consecrated believer upon whom the Master of the vineyard
places a burden for souls is to be given encouragement by the men upon whom the
Lord has laid larger responsibilities. Those who stand as leaders in the church of God
are to realize that the Saviour's commission is given to all who believe in His name. God
will send forth into His vineyard many who have not been dedicated to the ministry by
the laying on of hands.

Hundreds, yea, thousands, who have heard the message of salvation are still
idlers in the market place, when they might be engaged in some line of active service.

To these
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Christ is saying, "Why stand ye here all the day idle?" and He adds, "Go ye also into the
vineyard." Matthew 20:6, 7. Why is it that many more do not respond to the call? Is it
because they think themselves excused in that they do not stand in the pulpit? Let them
understand that there is a large work to be done outside the pulpit by thousands of
consecrated lay members.

Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession of the whole
church so that everyone shall be working for Him according to his ability. When the
members of the church of God do their appointed work in the needy fields at home and
abroad, in fulfillment of the gospel commission, the whole world will soon be warned
and the Lord Jesus will return to this earth with power and great glory. "This gospel of



the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come." Matthew 24:14.

Chap. 12 - From Persecutor to Disciple

Prominent among the Jewish leaders who became thoroughly aroused by the
success attending the proclamation of the gospel, was Saul of Tarsus. A Roman citizen
by birth, Saul was nevertheless a Jew by descent and had been educated in Jerusalem
by the most eminent of the rabbis. "Of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin," Saul
was "a Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal,
persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless."
Philippians 3:5, 6. He was regarded by the rabbis as a young man of great promise, and
high hopes were cherished concerning him as an able and zealous defender of the
ancient faith. His elevation to membership in the Sanhedrin council placed him in a
position of power.

Saul had taken a prominent part in the trial and conviction of Stephen, and the
striking evidences of God's presence with the martyr had led Saul to doubt the

righteousness
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of the cause he had espoused against the followers of Jesus. His mind was deeply
stirred. In his perplexity he appealed to those in whose wisdom and judgment he had
full confidence. The arguments of the priests and rulers finally convinced him that
Stephen was a blasphemer, that the Christ whom the martyred disciple had preached
was an impostor, and that those ministering in holy office must be right.

Not without severe trial did Saul come to this conclusion. But in the end his
education and prejudices, his respect for his former teachers, and his pride of popularity
braced him to rebel against the voice of conscience and the grace of God. And having
fully decided that the priests and scribes were right, Saul became very bitter in his
opposition to the doctrines taught by the disciples of Jesus. His activity in causing holy
men and women to be dragged before tribunals, where some were condemned to
imprisonment and some even to death, solely because of their faith in Jesus, brought
sadness and gloom to the newly organized church, and caused many to seek safety in
flight.

Those who were driven from Jerusalem by this persecution "went everywhere
preaching the word." Acts 8:4. Among the cities to which they went was Damascus,
where the new faith gained many converts.

The priests and rulers had hoped that by vigilant effort and stern persecution the
heresy might be suppressed. Now they felt that they must carry forward in other places

the decided measures taken in Jerusalem against the new teaching.
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For the special work that they desired to have done at Damascus, Saul offered his
services. "Breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,"
he "went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem." Thus "with authority and commission from the
chief priests” (Acts 26:12), Saul of Tarsus, in the strength and vigor of manhood, and



fired with mistaken zeal, set out on that memorable journey, the strange occurrences of
which were to change the whole current of his life.

On the last day of the journey, "at midday," as the weary travelers neared
Damascus, they came within full view of broad stretches of fertile lands, beautiful
gardens, and fruitful orchards, watered by cool streams from the surrounding
mountains. After the long journey over desolate wastes such scenes were refreshing
indeed. While Saul, with his companions, gazed with admiration on the fruitful plain and
the fair city below, "suddenly,” as he afterward declared, there shone "round about me
and them which journeyed with me" "a light from heaven, above the brightness of the
sun" (Acts 26:13), too glorious for mortal eyes to bear. Blinded and bewildered, Saul fell
prostrate to the ground.

While the light continued to shine round about them, Saul heard, "a voice speaking
... in the Hebrew tongue" (Acts 26:14), "saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou Me? And he said, Who art Thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks."
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Filled with fear, and almost blinded by the intensity of the light, the companions of
Saul heard a voice, but saw no man. But Saul understood the words that were spoken,
and to him was clearly revealed the One who spoke--even the Son of God. In the
glorious Being who stood before him he saw the Crucified One. Upon the soul of the
stricken Jew the image of the Saviour's countenance was imprinted forever. The words
spoken struck home to his heart with appalling force. Into the darkened chambers of his
mind there poured a flood of light, revealing the ignorance and error of his former life
and his present need of the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.

Saul now saw that in persecuting the followers of Jesus he had in reality been
doing the work of Satan. He saw that his convictions of right and of his own duty had
been based largely on his implicit confidence in the priests and rulers. He had believed
them when they told him that the story of the resurrection was an artful fabrication of the
disciples. Now that Jesus Himself stood revealed, Saul was convinced of the
truthfulness of the claims made by the disciples.

In that hour of heavenly illumination Saul's mind acted with remarkable rapidity.
The prophetic records of Holy Writ were opened to his understanding. He saw that the
rejection of Jesus by the Jews, His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, had been
foretold by the prophets and proved Him to be the promised Messiah. Stephen's sermon
at the time of his martyrdom was brought forcibly to Saul's mind, and he realized that
the martyr had indeed beheld "the glory of God" when he said, "Behold, | see the
heavens
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opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God." Acts 7:55, 56. The
priests had pronounced these words blasphemy, but Saul now knew them to be truth.

What a revelation was all this to the persecutor! Now Saul knew for a certainty that
the promised Messiah had come to this earth as Jesus of Nazareth and that He had
been rejected and crucified by those whom He came to save. He knew also that the
Saviour had risen in triumph from the tomb and had ascended into the heavens. In that
moment of divine revelation Saul remembered with terror that Stephen, who had borne
witness of a crucified and risen Saviour, had been sacrificed by his consent, and that



later, through his instrumentality, many other worthy followers of Jesus had met their
death by cruel persecution.

The Saviour had spoken to Saul through Stephen, whose clear reasoning could
not be controverted. The learned Jew had seen the face of the martyr reflecting the light
of Christ's glory--appearing as if "it had been the face of an angel.” Acts 6:15. He had
witnessed Stephen's forbearance toward his enemies and his forgiveness of them. He
had also witnessed the fortitude and cheerful resignation of many whom he had caused
to be tormented and afflicted. He had seen some yield up even their lives with rejoicing
for the sake of their faith.

All these things had appealed loudly to Saul and at times had thrust upon his mind
an almost overwhelming conviction that Jesus was the promised Messiah. At such
times he had struggled for entire nights against this conviction, and always he had

ended the matter by avowing his belief
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that Jesus was not the Messiah and that His followers were deluded fanatics.

Now Christ had spoken to Saul with His own voice, saying, "Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou Me?" And the question, "Who art Thou, Lord?" was answered by the
same voice, "l am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” Christ here identifies Himself with His
people. In persecuting the followers of Jesus, Saul had struck directly against the Lord
of heaven. In falsely accusing and testifying against them, he had falsely accused and
testified against the Saviour of the world.

No doubt entered the mind of Saul that the One who spoke to him was Jesus of
Nazareth, the long-looked-for Messiah, the Consolation and Redeemer of Israel.
"Trembling and astonished," he inquired, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? And the
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must
do."

When the glory was withdrawn, and Saul arose from the ground, he found himself
totally deprived of sight. The brightness of Christ's glory had been too intense for his
mortal eyes; and when it was removed, the blackness of night settled upon his vision.
He believed that this blindness was a punishment from God for his cruel persecution of
the followers of Jesus. In terrible darkness he groped about, and his companions, in
fear and amazement, "led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus."

On the morning of that eventful day, Saul had neared Damascus with feelings of
self-satisfaction because of the confidence that had been placed in him by the chief

priest. To
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him had been entrusted grave responsibilities. He was commissioned to further the
interests of the Jewish religion by checking, if possible, the spread of the new faith in
Damascus. He had determined that his mission should be crowned with success and
had looked forward with eager anticipation to the experiences that he expected were
before him.

But how unlike his anticipations was his entrance into the city! Stricken with
blindness, helpless, tortured by remorse, knowing not what further judgment might be in
store for him, he sought out the home of the disciple Judas, where, in solitude, he had
ample opportunity for reflection and prayer.

For three days Saul was "without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.” These days
of soul agony were to him as years. Again and again he recalled, with anguish of spirit,



the part he had taken in the martyrdom of Stephen. With horror he thought of his guilt in
allowing himself to be controlled by the malice and prejudice of the priests and rulers,
even when the face of Stephen had been lighted up with the radiance of heaven. In
sadness and brokenness of spirit he recounted the many times he had closed his eyes
and ears against the most striking evidences and had relentlessly urged on the
persecution of the believers in Jesus of Nazareth.

These days of close self-examination and of heart humiliation were spent in
lonely seclusion. The believers, having been given warning of the purpose of Saul in
coming to Damascus, feared that he might be acting a part, in order the more readily to

deceive them; and they held themselves
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aloof, refusing him their sympathy. He had no desire to appeal to the unconverted Jews,
with whom he had planned to unite in persecuting the believers; for he knew that they
would not even listen to his story. Thus he seemed to be shut away from all human
sympathy. His only hope of help was in a merciful God, and to Him he appealed in
brokenness of heart.

During the long hours when Saul was shut in with God alone, he recalled many of
the passages of Scripture referring to the first advent of Christ. Carefully he traced
down the prophecies, with a memory sharpened by the conviction that had taken
possession of his mind. As he reflected on the meaning of these prophecies he was
astonished at his former blindness of understanding and at the blindness of the Jews in
general, which had led to the rejection of Jesus as the promised Messiah. To his
enlightened vision all now seemed plain. He knew that his former prejudice and unbelief
had clouded his spiritual perception and had prevented him from discerning in Jesus of
Nazareth the Messiah of prophecy.

As Saul yielded himself fully to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, he saw the
mistakes of his life and recognized the far-reaching claims of the law of God. He who
had been a proud Pharisee, confident that he was justified by his good works, now
bowed before God with the humility and simplicity of a little child, confessing his own
unworthiness and pleading the merits of a crucified and risen Saviour. Saul longed to
come into full harmony and communion with the Father and the Son; and in the intensity

of his
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desire for pardon and acceptance he offered up fervent supplications to the throne of
grace.

The prayers of the penitent Pharisee were not in vain. The inmost thoughts and
emotions of his heart were transformed by divine grace; and his nobler faculties were
brought into harmony with the eternal purposes of God. Christ and His righteousness
became to Saul more than the whole world.

The conversion of Saul is a striking evidence of the miraculous power of the Holy
Spirit to convict men of sin. He had verily believed that Jesus of Nazareth had
disregarded the law of God and had taught His disciples that it was of no effect. But
after his conversion, Saul recognized Jesus as the one who had come into the world for
the express purpose of vindicating His Father's law. He was convinced that Jesus was
the originator of the entire Jewish system of sacrifices. He saw that at the crucifixion
type had met antitype, that Jesus had fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies concerning
the Redeemer of Israel.



In the record of the conversion of Saul important principles are given us, which
we should ever bear in mind. Saul was brought directly into the presence of Christ. He
was one whom Christ intended for a most important work, one who was to be a "chosen
vessel" unto Him; yet the Lord did not at once tell him of the work that had been
assigned him. He arrested him in his course and convicted him of sin; but when Saul
asked, "What wilt Thou have me to do?" the Saviour placed the inquiring Jew in

connection with His church, there to obtain a knowledge of God's will concerning him.
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The marvelous light that illumined the darkness of Saul was the work of the Lord;
but there was also a work that was to be done for him by the disciples. Christ had
performed the work of revelation and conviction; and now the penitent was in a
condition to learn from those whom God had ordained to teach His truth.

While Saul in solitude at the house of Judas continued in prayer and supplication,
the Lord appeared in vision to "a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias," telling
him that Saul of Tarsus was praying and in need of help. "Arise, and go into the street
which is called Straight," the heavenly messenger said, "and inquire in the house of
Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, and hath seen in a vision a
man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his
sight."

Ananias could scarcely credit the words of the angel; for the reports of Saul's bitter
persecution of the saints at Jerusalem had spread far and wide. He presumed to
expostulate: "Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to
Thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that
call on Thy name." But the command was imperative: "Go thy way: for he is a chosen
vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of
Israel.”

Obedient to the direction of the angel, Ananias sought out the man who had but
recently breathed out threatenings against all who believed on the name of Jesus; and
putting his hands on the head of the penitent sufferer, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord,
even Jesus, that appeared unto thee
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in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be
filled with the Holy Ghost.

"And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received
sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized."

Thus Jesus gave sanction to the authority of His organized church and placed Saul
in connection with His appointed agencies on earth. Christ had now a church as His
representative on earth, and to it belonged the work of directing the repentant sinner in
the way of life.

Many have an idea that they are responsible to Christ alone for their light and
experience, independent of His recognized followers on earth. Jesus is the friend of
sinners, and His heart is touched with their woe. He has all power, both in heaven and
on earth; but He respects the means that He has ordained for the enlightenment and
salvation of men; He directs sinners to the church, which He has made a channel of
light to the world.



When, in the midst of his blind error and prejudice, Saul was given a revelation of
the Christ whom he was persecuting, he was placed in direct communication with the
church, which is the light of the world. In this case Ananias represents Christ, and also
represents Christ's ministers upon the earth, who are appointed to act in His stead. In
Christ's stead Ananias touches the eyes of Saul, that they may receive sight. In Christ's
stead he places his hands upon him, and, as he prays in Christ's name, Saul receives
the Holy Ghost. All is done in the name and by the authority of Christ. Christ is the
fountain; the church is the channel of communication.

Chap. 13 - Days of Preparation

After his baptism, Paul broke his fast and remained "certain days with the disciples
which were at Damascus. And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that
He is the Son of God." Boldly he declared Jesus of Nazareth to be the long-looked-for
Messiah, who "died for our sins according to the Scriptures; . . . was buried, and . . .
rose again the third day," after which He was seen by the Twelve and by others. "And
last of all,” Paul added, "He was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time." 1
Corinthians 15:3, 4, 8. His arguments from prophecy were so conclusive, and his efforts
were so manifestly attended by the power of God, that the Jews were confounded and
unable to answer him.

The news of Paul's conversion had come to the Jews as a great surprise. He who
had journeyed to Damascus "with authority and commission from the chief priests" (Acts

26:12) to apprehend and persecute the believers was now
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preaching the gospel of a crucified and risen Saviour, strengthening the hands of those
who were already its disciples, and continually bringing in new converts to the faith he
had once so bitterly opposed.

Paul had formerly been known as a zealous defender of the Jewish religion and an
untiring persecutor of the followers of Jesus. Courageous, independent, persevering, his
talents and training would have enabled him to serve in almost any capacity. He could
reason with extraordinary clearness, and by his withering sarcasm could place an
opponent in no enviable light. And now the Jews saw this young man of unusual
promise united with those whom he formerly persecuted, and fearlessly preaching in the
name of Jesus.

A general slain in battle is lost to his army, but his death gives no additional
strength to the enemy. But when a man of prominence joins the opposing force, not only
are his services lost, but those to whom he joins himself gain a decided advantage. Saul
of Tarsus, on his way to Damascus, might easily have been struck dead by the Lord,
and much strength would have been withdrawn from the persecuting power. But God in
His providence not only spared Saul's life, but converted him, thus transferring a
champion from the side of the enemy to the side of Christ. An eloquent speaker and a
severe critic, Paul, with his stern purpose and undaunted courage, possessed the very
qualifications needed in the early church.

As Paul preached Christ in Damascus, all who heard him were amazed and said,

"Is not this he that destroyed
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them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he



might bring them bound unto the chief priests?" Paul declared that his change of faith
had not been prompted by impulse or fanaticism, but had been brought about by
overwhelming evidence. In his presentation of the gospel he sought to make plain the
prophecies relating to the first advent of Christ. He showed conclusively that these
prophecies had been literally fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. The foundation of his faith
was the sure word of prophecy.

As Paul continued to appeal to his astonished hearers to "repent and turn to God,
and do works meet for repentance” (Acts 26:20), he "increased the more in strength,
and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ."
But many hardened their hearts, refusing to respond to his message, and soon their
astonishment at his conversion was changed into intense hatred like that which they
had shown toward Jesus.

The opposition grew so fierce that Paul was not allowed to continue his labors at
Damascus. A messenger from heaven bade him leave for a time, and he "went into
Arabia" (Galatians 1:17), where he found a safe retreat.

Here, in the solitude of the desert, Paul had ample opportunity for quiet study and
meditation. He calmly reviewed his past experience and made sure work of repentance.
He sought God with all his heart, resting not until he knew for a certainty that his
repentance was accepted and his sin pardoned. He longed for the assurance that Jesus

would be with him in his coming ministry. He emptied his soul of
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the prejudices and traditions that had hitherto shaped his life, and received instruction
from the Source of truth. Jesus communed with him and established him in the faith,
bestowing upon him a rich measure of wisdom and grace.

When the mind of man is brought into communion with the mind of God, the finite
with the Infinite, the effect on body and mind and soul is beyond estimate. In such
communion is found the highest education. It is God's own method of development.
"Acquaint now thyself with Him" (Job 22:21), is His message to mankind.

The solemn charge that had been given Paul on the occasion of his interview with
Ananias, rested with increasing weight upon his heart. When, in response to the word,
"Brother Saul, receive thy sight,” Paul had for the first time looked upon the face of this
devout man, Ananias under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit said to him: "The God of
our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know His will, and see that Just One,
and shouldest hear the voice of His mouth. For thou shalt be His witness unto all men of
what thou hast seen and heard. And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord." Acts 22:13-16.

These words were in harmony with the words of Jesus Himself, who, when He
arrested Saul on the journey to Damascus, declared: "I have appeared unto thee for this
purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast
seen, and of those things in the which | will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the
people,
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and from the Gentiles, unto whom now | send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in
Me." Acts 26:16-18.



As he pondered these things in his heart, Paul understood more and more clearly
the meaning of his call "to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God." 1
Corinthians 1:1. His call had come, "not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ,
and God the Father." Galatians 1:1. The greatness of the work before him led him to
give much study to the Holy Scriptures, in order that he might preach the gospel "not
with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect,” "but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power," that the faith of all who heard "should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God." 1 Corinthians 1:17; 2:4, 5.

As Paul searched the Scriptures, he learned that throughout the ages "not many
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of
the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are
not, to bring to nought things that are: that no flesh should glory in His presence." 1
Corinthians 1:26-29. And so, viewing the wisdom of the world in the light of the cross,

Paul "determined not to know anything,
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... save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 1 Corinthians 2:2.

Throughout his later ministry, Paul never lost sight of the Source of his wisdom and
strength. Hear him, years afterward, still declaring, "For to me to live is Christ."
Philippians 1:21. And again: "I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, . . .
that I may win Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is
of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith: that | may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship
of His sufferings." Philippians 3:8-10.

From Arabia Paul "returned again unto Damascus" (Galatians 1:17), and
"preached boldly . . . in the name of Jesus." Unable to withstand the wisdom of his
arguments, "the Jews took counsel to kill him." The gates of the city were diligently
guarded day and night to cut off his escape. This crisis led the disciples to seek God
earnestly, and finally they "took him by night, and let him down through the wall,
lowering him in a basket."” Acts 9:25, R.V.

After his escape from Damascus, Paul went to Jerusalem, about three years
having passed since his conversion. His chief object in making this visit, as he himself
declared afterward, was "to see Peter." Galatians 1:18. Upon arriving in the city where
he had once been well known as "Saul the persecutor,” "he assayed to join himself to
the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he
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was a disciple." It was difficult for them to believe that so bigoted a Pharisee, and one
who had done so much to destroy the church, could become a sincere follower of
Jesus. "But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto
them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that He had spoken to him, and how he
had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus."

Upon hearing this, the disciples received him as one of their number. Soon they
had abundant evidence as to the genuineness of his Christian experience. The future
apostle to the Gentiles was now in the city where many of his former associates lived,
and to these Jewish leaders he longed to make plain the prophecies concerning the



Messiah, which had been fulfilled by the advent of the Saviour. Paul felt sure that these
teachers in Israel, with whom he had once been so well acquainted, were as sincere
and honest as he had been. But he had miscalculated the spirit of his Jewish brethren,
and in the hope of their speedy conversion he was doomed to bitter disappointment.
Although "he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the
Grecians," those who stood at the head of the Jewish church refused to believe, but
"went about to slay him." Sorrow filled his heart. He would willingly have yielded up his
life if by that means he might bring some to a knowledge of the truth. With shame he
thought of the active part he had taken in the martyrdom of Stephen, and now in his
anxiety to wipe out the stain resting upon one so falsely accused, he sought to vindicate

the truth for which Stephen had given his life.
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Burdened in behalf of those who refused to believe, Paul was praying in the
temple, as he himself afterward testified, when he fell into a trance; whereupon a
heavenly messenger appeared before him and said, "Make haste, and get thee quickly
out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning Me." Acts 22:18.

Paul was inclined to remain at Jerusalem, where he could face the opposition. To
him it seemed an act of cowardice to flee, if by remaining he might be able to convince
some of the obstinate Jews of the truth of the gospel message, even if to remain should
cost him his life. And so he answered, "Lord, they know that | imprisoned and beat in
every synagogue them that believed on Thee: and when the blood of Thy martyr
Stephen was shed, | was also standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the
raiment of them that slew him." But it was not in harmony with the purpose of God that
His servant should needlessly expose his life; and the heavenly messenger replied,
"Depart: for | will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles." Acts 22:19-21.

Upon learning of this vision, the brethren hastened Paul's secret escape from
Jerusalem, for fear of his assassination. "They brought him down to Caesarea, and sent
him forth to Tarsus." The departure of Paul suspended for a time the violent opposition
of the Jews, and the church had a period of rest, in which many were added to the
number of believers.

Chap. 14 - A Seeker for Truth

In the course of his ministry the apostle Peter visited the believers at Lydda. Here
he healed Aeneas, who for eight years had been confined to his bed with palsy.
"Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole," the apostle said; "arise, and make thy bed."
"He arose immediately. And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to
the Lord."

At Joppa, which was near Lydda, there lived a woman named Dorcas, whose good
deeds had made her greatly beloved. She was a worthy disciple of Jesus, and her life
was filled with acts of kindness. She knew who needed comfortable clothing and who
needed sympathy, and she freely ministered to the poor and the sorrowful. Her skillful
fingers were more active than her tongue.

"And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and died."” The church in
Joppa realized their loss, and hearing that Peter was at Lydda, the believers sent
messengers to
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him, "desiring him that he would not delay to come to them. Then Peter arose and went
with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the
widows stood by him weeping, and showing the coats and garments which Dorcas
made, while she was with them." In view of the life of service that Dorcas had lived, it is
little wonder that they mourned, that warm teardrops fell upon the inanimate clay.

The apostle's heart was touched with sympathy as he beheld their sorrow. Then,
directing that the weeping friends be sent from the room, he kneeled down and prayed
fervently to God to restore Dorcas to life and health. Turning to the body, he said,
"Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up."
Dorcas had been of great service to the church, and God saw fit to bring her back from
the land of the enemy, that her skill and energy might still be a blessing to others, and
also that by this manifestation of His power the cause of Christ might be strengthened.

It was while Peter was still at Joppa that he was called by God to take the gospel
to Cornelius, in Caesarea.

Cornelius was a Roman centurion. He was a man of wealth and noble birth, and
his position was one of trust and honor. A heathen by birth, training, and education,
through contact with the Jews he had gained a knowledge of God, and he worshiped
Him with a true heart, showing the sincerity of his faith by compassion to the poor. He
was known far and near for his beneficence, and his righteous life made him of good

repute among both Jews and Gentiles.
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His influence was a blessing to all with whom he came in contact. The inspired record
describes him as "a devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which
gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway."

Believing in God as the Creator of heaven and earth, Cornelius revered Him,
acknowledged His authority, and sought His counsel in all the affairs of life. He was
faithful to Jehovah in his home life and in his official duties. He had erected the altar of
God in his home, for he dared not attempt to carry out his plans or to bear his
responsibilities without the help of God.

Though Cornelius believed the prophecies and was looking for the Messiah to
come, he had not a knowledge of the gospel as revealed in the life and death of Christ.
He was not a member of the Jewish church and would have been looked upon by the
rabbis as a heathen and unclean. But the same Holy Watcher who said of Abraham, "I
know him," knew Cornelius also, and sent a message direct from heaven to him.

The angel appeared to Cornelius while he was at prayer. As the centurion heard
himself addressed by name, he was afraid, yet he knew that the messenger had come
from God, and he said, "What is it, Lord?" The angel answered, "Thy prayers and thine
alms are come up for a memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and call for
one Simon, whose surname is Peter: he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house
is by the seaside.”

The explicitness of these directions, in which was named even the occupation of

the man with whom Peter was
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staying, shows that Heaven is acquainted with the history and business of men in every
station of life. God is familiar with the experience and work of the humble laborer, as
well as with that of the king upon his throne.



"Send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon." Thus God gave evidence of His
regard for the gospel ministry and for His organized church. The angel was not
commissioned to tell Cornelius the story of the cross. A man subject, even as the
centurion himself, to human frailties and temptations, was to be the one to tell him of the
crucified and risen Saviour.

As His representatives among men, God does not choose angels who have never
fallen, but human beings, men of like passions with those they seek to save. Christ took
humanity that He might reach humanity. A divine-human Saviour was needed to bring
salvation to the world. And to men and women has been committed the sacred trust of
making known "the unsearchable riches of Christ." Ephesians 3:8.

In His wisdom the Lord brings those who are seeking for truth into touch with fellow
beings who know the truth. It is the plan of Heaven that those who have received light
shall impart it to those in darkness. Humanity, drawing its efficiency from the great
Source of wisdom, is made the instrumentality, the working agency, through which the
gospel exercises its transforming power on mind and heatrt.

Cornelius was gladly obedient to the vision. When the angel had gone, the
centurion "called two of his household servants, and a devout soldier of them that

waited on him
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continually; and when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to
Joppa.”

The angel, after his interview with Cornelius, went to Peter, in Joppa. At the time,
Peter was praying upon the housetop of his lodging, and we read that he "became very
hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance.” It was
not for physical food alone that Peter hungered. As from the housetop he viewed the
city of Joppa and the surrounding country he hungered for the salvation of his
countrymen. He had an intense desire to point out to them from the Scriptures the
prophecies relating to the sufferings and death of Christ.

In the vision Peter "saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto
him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth:
wherein were all manner of four-footed beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and
creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; Kkill,
and eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for | have never eaten anything that is common or
unclean. And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath
cleansed, that call not thou common. This was done thrice: and the vessel was received
up again into heaven."

This vision conveyed to Peter both reproof and instruction. It revealed to him the
purpose of God--that by the death of Christ the Gentiles should be made fellow heirs
with the Jews to the blessings of salvation. As yet none of the disciples had preached

the gospel to the Gentiles. In their minds the middle wall of partition, broken down by
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the death of Christ, still existed, and their labors had been confined to the Jews, for they
had looked upon the Gentiles as excluded from the blessings of the gospel. Now the
Lord was seeking to teach Peter the world-wide extent of the divine plan.

Many of the Gentiles had been interested listeners to the preaching of Peter and
the other apostles, and many of the Greek Jews had become believers in Christ, but the
conversion of Cornelius was to be the first of importance among the Gentiles.



The time had come for an entirely new phase of work to be entered upon by the
church of Christ. The door that many of the Jewish converts had closed against the
Gentiles was now to be thrown open. And the Gentiles who accepted the gospel were to
be regarded as on an equality with the Jewish disciples, without the necessity of
observing the rite of circumcision.

How carefully the Lord worked to overcome the prejudice against the Gentiles that
had been so firmly fixed in Peter's mind by his Jewish training! By the vision of the sheet
and its contents He sought to divest the apostle's mind of this prejudice and to teach the
important truth that in heaven there is no respect of persons; that Jew and Gentile are
alike precious in God's sight; that through Christ the heathen may be made partakers of
the blessings and privileges of the gospel.

While Peter was meditating on the meaning of the vision, the men sent from
Cornelius arrived in Joppa and stood before the gate of his lodginghouse. Then the
Spirit said
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to him, "Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with
them, doubting nothing: for | have sent them."

To Peter this was a trying command, and it was with reluctance at every step that
he undertook the duty laid upon him; but he dared not disobey. He "went down to the
men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, | am he whom ye
seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come?" They told him of their singular errand,
saying, "Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good
report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by a holy angel to send
for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee."

In obedience to the directions just received from God, the apostle promised to go
with them. On the following morning he set out for Caesarea, accompanied by six of his
brethren. These were to be witnesses of all that he should say or do while visiting the
Gentiles, for Peter knew that he would be called to account for so direct a violation of
the Jewish teachings.

As Peter entered the house of the Gentile, Cornelius did not salute him as an
ordinary visitor, but as one honored of Heaven and sent to him by God. It is an Eastern
custom to bow before a prince or other high dignitary and for children to bow before
their parents; but Cornelius, overwhelmed with reverence for the one sent by God to
teach him, fell at the apostle's feet and worshiped him. Peter was horror-stricken, and

he lifted the centurion up, saying, "Stand up; | myself also am a man."
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While the messengers of Cornelius had been gone upon their errand, the centurion
"had called together his kinsmen and near friends," that they as well as he might hear
the preaching of the gospel. When Peter arrived, he found a large company eagerly
waiting to listen to his words.

To those assembled, Peter spoke first of the custom of the Jews, saying that it was
looked upon as unlawful for Jews to mingle socially with the Gentiles, that to do this
involved ceremonial defilement. "Ye know," he said, "how that it is an unlawful thing for
a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath
showed me that | should not call any man common or unclean. Therefore came | unto



you without gainsaying, as soon as | was sent for: | ask therefore for what intent ye
have sent for me?"

Cornelius then related his experience and the words of the angel, saying in
conclusion, "Immediately therefore | sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art
come. Now therefore are we all here present before